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Explain why art is important to Southeast 
Alaska. Describe the connections between art 
and the regional economy; or why you choose 
to live and make art in Southeast Alaska.  

Except for minor edits for clarity, responses are provided verbatim.   
 
!  
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WRANGELL AUTHOR 

Art enriches both the people who live in Southeast Alaska as well as those who visit. It adds 
depth and insight into the multitude of resources, human and natural, ancient and modern, with 
which we are blessed. It can help visitors see beyond the surface Alaska and add cultural depth 
to those of us who make this place our home. Art opens the eyes of newcomers and those of us 
who might become jaded to the truly marvelous place that is Southeast Alaska. 
 

CRAIG BOUTIQUE OWNER 
Southeast Alaska is rich in natural beauty and it inspires artistic expression. Our Alaska Native 
cultures were remarkably rich in their artistic expression...from song, dance, drama, and oration 
to the sophisticated decorations of their ceremonial and utilitarian objects. The richness of the 
natural environment was reflected in a richness of culture. And it was a culture that valued art 
and artists. I am continually drawn back home to Prince of Wales Island because of the natural 
beauty and my love of Northwest Coast art. Unfortunately, art appears to be undervalued in this 
community as a potential economic driver. I think that it is because we don't see enough artists 
making a viable living with their artwork. It is a very small market here, and though my Alaska 
Balls hand painted ornaments are wildly successful on the retail market in Alaska, it isn't 
something anyone would see unless they are in the stores that sell them to the tourists. We 
patronize our artists and crafters but don't offer enough support for the artist/crafter 
entrepreneurs to develop their craft into Made in Alaska products that are so highly in demand 
in the retail market. I can see how our island could be the breadbasket of Made in Alaska 
products for the gift and souvenir market. Our goal at Strictly Local Selections is to help 
educate artisans on the business side of their craft so they can be profitable (analysis of their 
cost, merchandising, invoicing, etc.) as well as provide a retail outlet for their products. I believe 
we all experience life more fully when we live in a community with a rich artistic influence, but 
we need to value our artists and crafters not only for what they produce, but for the ways that a 
flourishing art community attracts not only seasonal visitors but also the kinds of families and 
individuals we want. 
 

SITKA ART GALLERY OWNER 
".....is in our works of art that we reveal to ourselves, and to others, the inner vision which 
guides us as a Nation" Lyndon B. Johnson 
 

KETCHIKAN PIANIST 

"Music is the international language" is a quote often seen. All the arts are likewise 
international, intergenerational, intercultural. The arts bring together people of every aspect of 
life - rich and poor, healthy and sick, happy and sad = a sense of camaraderie. The arts give an 
outlet for relief, for joy, for all emotions and feelings. The arts replenish. The arts are an 
expression of the times. The arts often bring people into an area as they travel - consciously and 
unconsciously. The arts pull up the demeanor of those who are engaged through listening, 
watching, viewing. The arts are a discipline that help to focus, to accept responsibility, to 
organize, to enjoy all there is to our living experience. The arts learned as a child help all 
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through one's life; the adult then remembers through their own children that part of growing up 
that was healthy and good, for after all: "just a spoonful of sugar helps the medicine go down" 
and "the hills are alive with the sound of music." 
 

JUNEAU PAINTER 
A culture is remembered by what it produces. Art informs generations into the future about 
what was important and sustaining to the people in any given time period. It enriches life for all 
of us and causes us to think about what is important, what is beauty, how differently we all 
perceive the same picture depending on the influences in our lives, both environmental and 
genetically. Whether it is two- or three-dimensional, still or in movement, art is an expression 
that lives on and asks the observer to engage. 
 

KETCHIKAN TEXTILES 

A vibrant arts community is critical to a healthy economy. 
 

KLAWOCK WOODTURNER 

Art is important to Southeast Alaska because as a general group we are more “free-thinking” 
than 99% of the Western World and wherein lies this lifestyle so also must lay fertile seeds of 
creativity spawned from a more natural lifestyle which in combination with access to cutting-
edge technologies can produce a more concentrated virtuosity of talent within the population. 
 

WRANGELL PAINTING AND UPCYCLING  
Alaska has many very talented artists, some with skills that are hard to find in this day and age. 
Local artwork of many types is displayed around our community and sold in our stores where 
both locals and visitors shop. Locally made art is appreciated by our locals and visitors more 
than commercially made items such as those for cruise ships. I kept my art to myself until I 
became aware of a community market in town where I sell some of the jewelry that I make. I 
don't make a lot of money doing it, at least not enough to ever quit my full-time job. Still it is 
very gratifying to have people appreciate what I have made in my spare time, making it was a 
joy and having someone like it enough to buy it is just a bonus. Many locals get to do the same 
at our market and similar events in the Southeast. The Coffman Cove Seafood Festival features 
many amazing handmade artwork including woodwork, photography, painting, and other crafts 
and art. It's these kind of events that bring the community together and give us something to 
share and connect with others about. 
 

WRANGELL WATER COLOR PAINTER 
Alaska has so much beauty and history behind it that it needs to be brought out in all forms of 
art. 
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SKAGWAY MUSICIAN 

All forms of art are vital for any community or culture to thrive. Not just in Southeast Alaska, but 
all over the world. Living in a seasonal town, we experience some fast-paced living, and as such, 
citizens need a form of release. Music, for me, is a way to relieve any stress or anxiety from 
working several jobs (I do this so I can live comfortably in the off-season), and if other townsfolk 
can enjoy what I do, and experience a similar release, than even better. I've also never 
experienced a freedom like that of Southeast Alaska, and the winter months allow me to 
explore various avenues: toying with sound, play style, creation of original works, or re-
arranging well known tunes. I can't imagine being able to do this in any other location. 
 

JUNEAU PLAYWRIGHT 
Almost any "best place to live" list will be made up of communities with lots of local arts 
opportunities. Juneau has an amazing arts community for such a small isolated place: galleries, 
theatre, literary readings. There are many ways to share one's work with an audience at all levels 
of experience. This is what attracts and keeps people here and keeps our economy vibrant. 
 

HAINES KNITTER 
A lot of the art is unique to the area, and it brings tourists in which is a big help for the local 
artists. 
 

WRANGELL PHOTOGRAPHER 
I have lived in Southeast Alaska for over 20 years....seven years of them enjoying liveaboard life 
on a 50-foot sailboat.....traveling from town to town. In 1997 I settled down in this beautiful 
Southeast Alaska Town of Wrangell. Appreciation of art started when I was very young and it 
has driven my sense of sharing and preserving this beautiful country of Southeast. My passion is 
local scenery, macro, creative enhancement, and retouching photography. I also love drawing 
with pencil and chalk. :) My photography can be seen on the Wrangell Chamber of Commerce 
website, and art competitions/web-based and in private collections. I also designed the logo for 
the Wrangell Community Market just recently. 
 

KETCHIKAN OIL PAINTER 
Art (of all types) is the universal language. The arts tell our story throughout time and across all 
cultures.  Art has been at the very core of cultural preservation for the Native peoples of this 
region.  I live in THE BEST community for creating art of all kinds, there is a wealth of 
opportunity and support. Our arts community is our greatest strength, and a huge part of our 
identity. The arts are also a very vital part of our economy- they make this an appealing place 
for visitors, an array of arts events stimulate spending and aid local businesses, many people 
make their living directly from arts businesses, and generate income within the community in 
many other ways. 
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HAINES PUBLIC MEDIA  

Art allows all of us a way to express as well as find inspiration through another's interpretation 
of what is around and in us. We need minds that can roam and imagine to help those of us who 
have other jobs to do to find a way to focus on the beauty and/or quandaries that we face and a 
way to sit with them - either enjoying the beauty of the art or puzzling the questions presented 
within the piece. Southeast has the advantage of a multi-cultural pool of talented artists that are 
lucky enough to draw so much from the surrounding flora and fauna as well as our local 
communities. I love the art here and appreciate the visions and the life challenges they present. 
 

JUNEAU ARTIST 
Art and culture experiences for all have the potential to enhance our communities’ quality of life 
and our connection to the place we live. Particularly in SE Alaska, this connection is strong and 
important. We have an important and fortunate opportunity to provide high-quality arts 
education for our school district students, including place-based arts. Having students engaging 
in art forms brings awareness to families of art experiences, including museum visits, 
performances and shows. In addition, art enhances creativity and innovative thinking, which is 
important in growing a smart workforce. 
 

SITKA ARTIST 

Art and culture is a renewable resource for Southeast communities. It provides community 
strength and also attracts visitors to communities. 
 

JUNEAU PAINTER 

Art anywhere is a basic human "thing" (need, emotion, creative force ...), so - art is important to 
SE Alaska because it is important for humans, period. As humans, we either 
see/hear/feel/smell/taste or make art.   People spend money on art in all the ways the senses 
allow: concerts, galleries, classes, etc. and in this way art is fundamental to the economy here. I 
choose to live and make art here in SE AK because I love Alaska, and the people and the land 
and water and all that it encompasses. 
 

HAINES STONE WORKER 
Art as a celebration, interpretation or a provocation of the world the artist experiences is vital to 
the community's understanding of itself. Art is not as important to a place as it is to life itself. 
 

SITKA CONCEPTUAL PHOTOGRAPHER 
Art brings money into the local economy. Arts-related events also spur other economic activity. 
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JUNEAU ARTIST 

Art comes from some of the deepest emotions and wisdom of human beings. The more we are 
able to create art in whatever form, the healthier we are as humans. I focus on providing 
activities to middle school students before and after school and in annual surveys I do with the 
students, they continually put art in various forms in the top five choices of activities they want 
to do. I believe this is because it helps them find validating ways to express themselves and 
grasp who they are as individuals. The students find a confidence and satisfaction in creating art 
by finding the "voice" within them which I believe makes them more resilient, more grounded 
and self-aware and at the same time more sensitive to others. Obviously, this is what we want to 
foster in students - the ability to see themselves as creators and to be able to express 
themselves in positive ways that speak to others. We all want to connect to others, and art is 
one of the most powerful ways we do this. As for the regional economy, if we want to retain 
those students who love art and love to create as they become adults, we need to have a 
supportive environment for the arts. Even if those students find careers and day jobs in other 
fields, a healthy arts community will be important to keeping them in the community. And if 
they offer artistic products to residents and visitors, they obviously contribute to our economy. 
 

JUNEAU SEA OTTER AND SEALSKIN GARMENTS 
Art contributes to the vibrancy of Alaskan traditions and cultures while further enhancing the 
social, emotional, and/or economic benefits of those who attend, experience, purchase or 
create art in its many forms. 
 

PORT PROTECTION - WATERCOLOR PAINTING, BEADING, PEN AND INK 
Art enhances our lives and brings a different perspective and vision to others. The wonder of 
Alaska through the eyes of artists paints a more complete and interesting picture for all of us. 
 

PETERSBURG ARTIST 
Art enhances our quality of life, our communities, our ability to express ourselves and to 
understand others. It allows us to see ideas and perspectives unlike our own. It provides an 
economic, social, creative and even spiritual benefit to communities and to individuals. 
Southeast Alaska is a very encouraging and nurturing environment, as well as an inspiring one. 
Despite our community sizes and relative isolation, art is EVERYWHERE in Southeast, from 
Native carving to fiddle camps to muralists, glass artists, photographers, sculptors. . .you name 
it. Artists have connected through Facebook, university classes, volunteer organizations, and 
more established organizations to nurture, educate and inspire one another. However, we 
would benefit from having an umbrella regional arts organization that understood Southeast. 
We cannot drive between our communities, but rather have to make a significant financial 
investment to fly or take a ferry. For a number of us, "seasonal" means we operate in the 
winter, not the summer. Activities like participating in the state fair can be a logistical feat of 
gathering and transporting entries hundreds of miles by water. Advanced training for aspiring 
artists is often not available in our communities. Marketing our artwork is complicated by 
community size and lack of connections, lack of commercial venues, and lack of experience in 
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the various business aspects involved.   Finally, we are hampered by time! Typically in smaller 
communities, volunteers wear many hats. We don't have the time, energy or expertise to apply 
for grants, keep our organizations in good running order, present programs and classes, and 
recruit and motivate volunteers. ANY help in any of these areas would be MOST welcomed! 
 

JUNEAU THEATRE 
Art enriches our community and lives and makes us better people and citizens. Alaska is a 
unique place to live and I believe art is essential in expressing, documenting and celebrating 
that unique sense of place. 
 

SKAGWAY VIOLIN/FIDDLE 

Art helps move civilization and awaken humanity. We share together and open our hearts, 
minds, and spirits. We make the present and future more livable and build on the past. 
 

HAINES ARTIST 

Art in Haines is something we identify with and take pride in as a community. Art represents us 
in many ways, from our Native cultural art seen at almost every public gathering place, to our 
independent artists who live in Haines in higher number per capita than almost anywhere in the 
country, to our performance organizations like the Haines Arts Council, Arts Confluence, and 
Lynn Canal Community players. Art has enhanced the quality of life in Haines to a great degree, 
and I believe it attracts new residents and helps keep current residents here who have grown to 
appreciate the role art has played in their lives here as a quality-of-life enhancer. 
 

JUNEAU PAINTING PLEIN AIR LANDSCAPE 
Art in Southeast Alaska (as in other places in the world) is a sharing of ideas, a breath of vision 
and possibilities; it has the potential of bringing people together in shared understanding or 
individual expression. It is the heart and soul of one’s existence in this place, this time, and is a 
truly good positive thing that can be shared and seen by anyone who chooses to experience. 
The creation of art is an important intangible connection important to our identity as individuals 
made tangible to our community, as a region and world. Without a regional identity made 
tangible through art, we could become adrift, floating, a meaningless existence which affects 
the vibrancy of our region. Art creates and sustains identity and culture, important to a regional 
economy. The oldest cultural identity, which I believe truly affects the regional economy are the 
first people that lived here, the Tlingits. We are also identified by other more modern/recent 
regional cultural markers, namely: relation to our natural environment through fishing, forestry, 
government, natural beauty--tourism, mining. It’s a shame that the new state Capitol dream was 
never realized here, because then I might add architecture. 
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METLAKATLA BEADING 

Art in Southeast Alaska is very much part of our cultures, it is directly intertwined with who and 
what we are as a people. Although I don't make a huge profit from my art, which isn't so much 
the goal as it is sharing a piece of my Ts'msyen culture with others, it lives on through my 
beadwork. It's just one of the many ways of sharing and keeping the culture alive; a culture that 
was almost lost and is still so fragile in this rapidly changing world of technology we live in 
today. 
 

WRANGELL ARTIST 
Art inspires and brings people together and helps the economy. 
 

JUNEAU ARTIST 
Art is a connection and result of the place where it is made. My art is a response to the 
landscape and people of my place in SE Alaska. It is a source of income but also a connection 
with my viewers and patrons. We all use art to note and formalize our consciousness and 
emotions about our lives and the places and people important to us.  If we didn't love our home 
we would not make art about it. Making art takes the infrastructure of services to obtain 
supplies, house studios, the economy to support galleries, schools, government arts agencies 
and to support a population to consume art. I think SE Alaska is unusually rich in the number of 
people who make art, perhaps inspired by the rich cultural traditions and art of the Native 
cultures of our area. We are also fortunate to have access to modern services of air travel, 
ferries, internet, freight services to take our work outside SE to broader markets. 
 

WRANGELL WATERCOLORIST 

Art is a healthy response to living in a beautiful place. Art ties us together as families and 
communities. Artwork provides constructive activities for life in remote settings. Art is a valuable 
asset to our economy, prime dollars that enrich our communities. I choose to live here because 
the surroundings enhance my desire to create art. 
 

THORNE BAY WOODWORKER 
Art is a reflection the world around us, it captures the feel, the look, the expression of our 
surroundings and all the things in them. It's hard to describe those things that make you itch to 
recreate or represent that thing about living here that takes your breath away. Every region has 
its own flavor, based on the environment, the life styles, the thing that captures someone’s 
imagination and stimulates another's. Southeast Alaska will have commonalities between the 
different communities, but yet each will have something that makes the art created there 
unique.   
 
My business is creating things using locally harvested and milled cedars & alders from Prince of 
Wales Island and a laser. So I am creating business for locally owned and operated sawmills who 
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supply me with boards, that I sand to a fine finish for my projects. I get all my finishing supplies 
from local hardware stores. Several women have me make engraved cedar rounds with holes 
cut around the sides as the base for weaving baskets. Some sell their baskets, another has a 
basket supply business, Baskets & Bullets, and offers annual two-week basketry workshops, 
which brings in 20-25 weavers, who shop for souvenirs to take back home and fly from 
Ketchikan to Thorne Bay on one of the Ketchikan airways.  There are others who have me cut 
and engrave "critter cutouts" of various wildlife and sea life found in Southeast to use for their 
own creative art projects, which they sell at craft fairs, local bazaars and galleries. My laser also 
cuts cloth, so have creating cutting patterns of totemic Native artwork provided by Alaskan 
Native artists to sew on blankets, vests and other ceremonial garb. I've also made rubber art 
stamps using their original artwork for whatever they used them for in their commercial 
enterprise. I have the business side that does custom work but strive to make even the 
mundane, become something unique and beautiful, luckily for me, wood is begging to be 
shown in its best light. But I need to have fun so it won't turn into work and a job, so whenever I 
can see what new things I can create as art with a function or art just for fun. Until I got into this 
business, my medium of choice was watercolor. Now it's using wood to set off the graphic focal 
point of whatever project I am making. One of my favorite things now is making small boxes 
and light shades for solar lamps or candles, sometimes I paint them, because now I don't have 
time to spend with paint and paper and miss holding a brush and creating color. Tourists love 
them, people bring visiting relatives in to buy them and word spreads. I came to Southeast 
Alaska 37 years ago and fell in love... with the ocean, with the mountains, with the trees and 
couldn't name or count all the colors of green, it was a summer much like this one (misleading).  
I didn't make a whole lot of money selling watercolor originals, art prints or cards, but what did 
sell was a huge ego boost. The venue I have now still demands my creativity, and try to keep 
making original artwork for engraving, but it's also become a way to get other artists’ artwork 
out there. A friend of mine from Port Protection has given me a few of her drawings to use for 
graphics on boxes and other things. Other artists have let me use their artwork for royalties. It's 
not making me rich, but I can't imagine doing this anywhere else. 
 

KETCHIKAN PHOTOGRAPHER 
Art is a vital and essential ingredient to the life and future of Southeast Alaska. It contributes to 
the economy and provides a grid or framework to experience life in the present and past and 
work toward new horizons in the future. 
 

HAINES PHOTOGRAPHER 

Art is an expression of feeling. As a business owner, it is important to me to connect with others 
and make a contribution on a level different from business. While the two are related, I would 
pursue my art regardless of whether or not I economically benefit from it. 
 

HAINES LANDSCAPE ARTIST 

Art is an important way of expressing viewpoints in a community that is very divided. 
Photography is something that is universally accepted and is a way to communicate feelings or 
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ideas without getting people to throw up their usual barriers. In a larger community I would be 
able to sustain myself with my art, in SE AK I am forced to come to terms with the fact I might 
not be able to, because I am too far from art markets in Alaska and the US. I do art for myself, if 
I sell a couple of pieces, it is nice but not necessary. 
 

JUNEAU ARCHITECTURAL DESIGNER 
Art is an under-appreciated driver of the economy, so I strongly support this initiative by SE 
Conference. Art plays a very important role in the overall quality-of-life decision about where to 
locate, closely following (and sometimes eclipsing) issues like employment and schools.  
Architecture is an unusual hybrid of the arts and business/construction. Nonetheless, when done 
successfully, good architecture creates both an opportunity for the blooming of other arts, and 
establishes a sense of place and community that enhances and links to other art forms. 
Examples would be flowering that should result from the Soboleff Center, SLAM, or 
JAHC/Perseverance Expansion. 
 

JUNEAU PRINTMAKER 
Art is communicative, builds relationships, and shapes spaces for self-exploration and 
community exploration. Without art there is no method to communicate. Without 
communication there is no community. Without community there is no economy. Art attracts 
human action singular and multiple. And, if that means that the communication and action have 
an economic component that enhances the singular or multiple - well, what is better than that? 
 

JUNEAU INDEPENDENT FILM PRODUCER 
Art is essential to life. 
 

PELICAN FUR SEWING 
Art is good for people. We have totem poles in Pelican and I think they are the classiest things 
in this town. Art shows the beauty of our area. Art brings money to the community. Art is a 
good activity for Pelican for the winter months. People here do lots of arts and crafts in the 
winter. I am happy when I do my sewing. It connects me to the past and I enjoy teaching so it 
will continue in the future. I have a gift shop and sell local arts and crafts. It helps people survive 
living in the outlying areas. It is expensive to live here. More arts and crafts activity would help 
make our town a more interesting place for people to visit. 
 

JUNEAU CO-OP GALLERY ARTIST 

Art is important because food only nourishes our bodies, but our health and vitality is 
dependent on our minds and souls as well. 
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PETERSBURG PHOTOGRAPHER 

Art is important everywhere as a way for people to express themselves. I know that when I'm 
struggling or trying to work through a problem it is very helpful for me to spend some time 
creating something. It helps for me to be able to organize my thoughts. I also do A LOT of pro 
bono work and using my talents to help others is one of the most fulfilling things I do! 
 

HAINES OIL PAINTER AND PUPPETEER  
Art is important EVERYWHERE! It is crucial to our economy, our mental health and cultural 
values. Please support art and make it possible for artists who have to have unrelated jobs be 
the artists they are meant to be. 
 

JUNEAU WRITER 
Art is important here and everywhere. It helps us see our own story of place and time. Art 
makes everyone feel rich and worthy and equal. 
 

JUNEAU POTTER 
Art is important in every place and every culture. Economically art is a necessary commodity and 
activity, just like foods, just like fishing. I have found that the arts are in demand both by local 
residents and from our annual visitors. I choose to live and make art here because it is my home. 
 

JUNEAU BLUES MUSICIAN AND PHOTOGRAPHER 
Art is important in Southeast Alaska because it keeps our community emotionally and 
economically afloat. Art is what draws people into local businesses like cafes, bars, and retail 
outlets, which enhances our relationships. I used to live in Fairbanks but left because I didn't 
feel the inclusiveness I experienced in Juneau where people of all ages could organize and 
showcase their talents. 
 

SITKA ARTS PRODUCER 
Art is important to a community for the experience it brings to students - that helps them work 
independently, as a group, as a lifetime interest, as a way for their brain, imagination, and skills, 
to grow. It allows people to express themselves. To my way of thinking, almost anything a 
person puts effort into and has a sense of creativity tied to it is art - painting, writing, music, 
theater, dance, singing, surfing, cake decorating, etc. etc. etc. is art. It is a fabric of the 
community. It goes to the quality of life that people who may move here look for when 
considering a job, what they want out of the schools, it is an important part of the economy 
year round, it is fun, and is very inclusive of all kinds of art, crafts, hobbies etc. We have been 
making art since the beginning - so it is a part of us, it is not going to go away so we might as 
well make it as useful in as many ways as possible. 
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WRANGELL COMMUNITY CHORALE 

Art is important to enrich the quality of life. Vital arts draw people to the community and make 
them more willing to continue living there. I live in SE AK for a number of reasons but making 
art is important to me because it deepens our musicians' connections to their community. We 
feel that we are greatly appreciated and we enjoy contributing to the cultural life of Wrangell, 
particularly since the state is now contributing so little to the arts. 
 

JUNEAU VISUAL ARTIST 
Art is integral to the success of any community, and Juneau and Southeast Alaska are prime 
examples of that. Not only is our community engaged and supportive of the arts, but a large 
population of our community are makers of art. Every day I see how art creates community and 
connects people from differing backgrounds. Art is vital to our economy as a product for 
tourism, but also as an important escape during the dark and rainy months. I have long chosen 
to be a part of the Juneau arts community because it is a place where art is celebrated and 
prioritized. Juneau and Southeast Alaska should find further ways to capitalize on the natural 
beauty of our landscapes as well as the sheer expanse of open space. 
 

JUNEAU PAINTER, PRINT-MAKER, BEADING AND NATIVE SEWING  
Art is more than a pastime in our rainy climate; it is a serious pursuit that feeds the spirit and 
contributes to self-actualization and survival. It can be seen as contributing to the happiness 
quotient in a community and as a means of spreading joy and beauty, as well as contributing to 
the notoriety and cultural reputation of a city, attracting business from within and without the 
community and increasing revenue for the city in the form of tax dollars and sales percentages. 
Every civilization has been blessed by a number of artists whose individual and collective efforts 
have enriched its reputation, social standing, and collective wealth. By encouraging a city of 
artists and arts events, all benefit. Thank you for helping to grow an ever richer and more 
diverse arts community in Juneau. 
 

SITKA ARTS CONSULTANT  
Art is one of the foundations of humanity. We use art to connect to the natural world and with 
one another. Art cannot be separated from our communities or economies; art brings quality of 
life to our towns and inspires people to visit as tourists. Art gives us a platform to discuss our 
feelings, dreams, fears and ambitions as a species and this is what makes for thriving, 
sustainable communities. Sitka is an arts community. We have amazing groups who bring: 
Native dance, singing and design; classical music; modern dance; visual; ceramics; costuming; 
carving; textiles; jewelry; drama; and performance art, etc. When one takes a wide angle lens 
and looks at the things happening in this town from science to education to business to 
wilderness adventure - there is an arts component woven in. Art is not an extravagance or frill - 
it is a basic human need. Certainly other needs must be met like food, shelter, and safety - but 
the arts enriches the soul and makes us feel alive. Hum, can you tell I am passionate about this? 
Thanks for asking and for this survey. 
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JUNEAU FILMMAKER AND ILLUSTRATOR 

Art is our voice at the core of our identity. 
 

HAINES PAINTER 

Art is part of the economy in SE and visitors seem to enjoy seeing it. Spectacular scenery and 
wildlife inspire people. 
 

HAINES ARTIST 

Art is so much more than creating something pleasing to the eye. Art is opportunity to grow our 
consciousness. Art is what makes us human. It opens up an area of our minds that otherwise is 
dark and void. Practicing Native art helps our children to understand who they are as Native 
people. Practicing with a group gives younger people an opportunity to share ideas, to discuss 
the meaning behind stories, to understand and respect ownership of certain designs, and to 
socialize. 
 

JUNEAU ENVIRONMENTAL ARTIST  
Art is something inherent in an individual - part of who they are no matter where they live, but 
opportunities in the small populations of Southeast Alaska provide opportunities and 
encouragement which aren't as available in larger populated areas (with more emphasis on 
competition). The emphasis in local schools on art at the elementary level at least gives students 
a window into their creativity, and important ways to succeed beyond only the right-brain tests 
and studies. Living in an area where Native art is predominant also widens students' view that 
art is important/valuable and part of our lives in community. 
 

JUNEAU VIOLINIST 
Art is something that draws communities together and makes Southeast Alaska a special place 
to live. 
 

KETCHIKAN WEAVER 

Art is sustaining a lot of folks in Southeast. With the reduction in logging and fishing, tourism 
has become one of our main resources. A vibrant arts community bolsters the entire community 
by its presence. It expands the appreciation of individual creativity and it expresses our love of 
our location in ways that anyone can understand. Art brings people together (as well as 
sometimes splitting them apart!) and helps explain our communities and the wonderful land 
surrounding them to our visitors.  We came to Ketchikan planning to stay a couple of years and 
probably move North. We've stayed for almost 40 years and have no plans to leave. One reason 
we've stayed is the vibrancy of the arts in Ketchikan. We think there is more creativity in some 
of our Alaskan small towns than in other communities of similar size around the country. Why?? 
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The inclement weather encourages it! And so many people in all walks of life are supportive. 
They may not buy, but they do appreciate what they see. 
 

PELICAN WOODWORKER 
Art is the foundation of humanity. It separates us from a pragmatic, mundane slog through life. 
Southeast is a tough place to live, we need art to keep in touch with the creative pleasures of 
life. Art is a big part of any economy, just take a walk around any SE community and you will see 
it everywhere. It's in architecture, streets, boat harbors and it hangs off every wall. I live in SE 
because it's an outdoor Eden, I do artwork to stay busy when there's no fish. 
 

SITKA TLINGIT DESIGNER AND CARVER 

Art is the language that is common to all humankind. We Native artists are capable of not only 
bridging our own past with the present, but we are capable of bridging cultures with this 
common language.  Most Native artists become either tourist artists, and satisfy a tourist 
market; or gallery artists, and satisfy a gallery market.  Additionally, we are the Indigenous 
people and our art belongs here, the art that is made for our own people. This is my homeland, 
my art fits in all the above. 
 

HAINES WOODCARVER  
Art is the main component of the mystique of Southeast Alaska. It provides the visitor industry 
with a focus other than nature for a humanist experience. It gives visitors the opportunity to 
take something of value home to remember their peak experience of being here. Art connects 
artists to each other and to the visitors. Art sales help communities’ local revenues. Art events 
draw visitors from neighboring communities as well as out-of-state visitors. It connects us all to 
an image of our imaginings and connections to the past and to the unseen. 
 

KETCHIKAN MUSICIAN 
Art is THE saving grace of life in Southeast Alaska. It is balm and relief and positive energy that 
make an inhospitable location survivable. 
 

HYDER PLEIN AIR PAINTER 
Art is the way that I connect to this beautiful place. I am not an athlete, but love the outdoors. 
Going outside with like-minded artists and capturing our landscape, rain and shine, year-round 
gives me added purpose to my life. Our group produces an annual calendar of images by 12 
artists. We annually have an art retreat and we frequently have gallery shows. Although our 
sales are modest, we certainly contribute to the framing, supplies and rentals of this region. 
Every little bit helps. 
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KETCHIKAN HANDMADE GREETING CARD MAKER 

Art is vital to Southeast Alaska. The very fabric of our region is highly dependent on the local 
arts created by our talented people. Artists and admirers alike enjoy the contributions of the art 
economy. During our long and cold winters, arts gives people light. During our endless 
summers, art is celebrated. Art and artisans are appreciated as part of the economy, the culture 
& the social norm of Southeast Alaska. 
 

JUNEAU SONGWRITER 
Art is what brings us out of our dark and cozy homes in the winter to make big, bright, beautiful 
art together or alone, on walls or in bars or wherever. I love the arts community in Southeast 
because it's vibrant, practically incendiary, always changing, always weird, and always home. 
 

KETCHIKAN LITERARY ARTIST 
Art is what keeps us in a small, remote community. Visual art, theater, musical art (my husband 
is a jazz musician, educator, writer and actor) and the literary arts, which have been my life's 
work to promote and encourage. Without those intellectual pursuits and companions we could 
not live in SE Alaska. We need continued opportunities to learn, grow and explore what it 
means to be alive for ourselves and our community. 
 

HAINES WATERCOLOR PAINTER AND PUPPETEER 
Art is woven into the fabric of life in the region. Starting with the ancient Native cultures and 
continuing till today the beauty of the place inspires humans to create art. We sell some of it 
and enjoy all of it. It is a mirror that reflects our love of the land and of the humans that inhabit 
it. I make art in my home because it is an expression of the land that sustains my body and soul. 
 

JUNEAU BASKETRY WEAVER, SEWING 

Art production indicates a living culture. Quality traditional artwork promotes cultural respect, 
education and deeper understanding of the core values of society. 
 

JUNEAU ARTIST 

Art supports our regional economy. Not only does our community support the arts, but when 
they go out to a show or event, money is being spent on the evening out. 
 

KETCHIKAN RELIEF PRINTMAKER 

Art (painting to cooking, music to stitching) is essential to living successfully in Southeast Alaska. 
I always say that a person who has both indoor and outdoor interests thrives here (and maybe 
stays out of trouble!). Weather is of little matter when there are interesting projects waiting 
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inside. Art builds community, and community—people engaged, involved, and caring about 
each other—builds economy. I operate as a small business and contribute to the economic 
engine on a daily basis. I am devoted to doing as much business in town as possible with 
vendors, fabricators, and services. It is not always possible but I start local. The trickle down of a 
big art project can be huge. I think it was Sheila Wynne that kept track of all of her expenses on 
a large-scale public art piece in Anchorage. Jocelyn Young showed a slide in a presentation on 
public art that showed the number of vendors, fabricators, and services that were used for 
Wynne's project. It was a single impressive document attesting to the effect art can have on 
economy. 
 

JUNEAU MULTI-DISCIPLINARY ARTIST 
Art, artists, and art-lovers give our communities heart and provide meaningful interactions 
between individuals or groups. It is a channel for communication, bonding, healing, and other 
kinds of expression. Ultimately, art is important to Southeast Alaska, specifically, because of its 
ability to empower people who have historically been marginalized. It is a way for people to 
reclaim their cultures and tell the stories that were at one time banned. Art, in its various forms, 
allows for powerful ideas and conversations to be opened up for Southeast residents (and 
beyond) to think about our actions and our potential in a critical way. 
 

SITKA ARTS VOLUNTEER 
Art, music and culture define human chosen expression and passion. Events help community 
members to gather, interact, and support their friends and neighbors in their joyful expression. 
The encouragement increases resident interest in arts and brings professional talent, promotes 
use of transportation systems, lodging establishments, retail businesses, and supporting 
businesses such as musical instrument sellers, art supplies, costume suppliers or makers. Sales of 
art supports many residents. 
 

JUNEAU MUSICIAN 

Artists and arts organizations that are strongly rooted in the community support jobs and local 
businesses; leverage additional event-related spending through audiences who pump revenue 
into restaurants, hotels, retail stores and other local businesses; attract tourists and cultural 
travelers who generally stay longer and spend more; impact education, improve quality of life, 
keeps people living in the community and attract young people to move into the region. I feel 
incredibly fortunate to be able to make my home in a community/region/State that values arts, 
culture, education and where I can thrive artistically and lead the life of my dreams as a 
professional musician, educator and producer. 
 

JUNEAU MUSICAL THEATER 
Arts enrich any community and bring people together. In Southeast Alaska, it's especially 
important because it gives us something else to work on, spend time on, enjoy when we can't 
always be outside. Each art form brings together a different spectrum of people and adds to 
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the cultural fabric of the area. It makes living here more interesting and exciting for me. I do 
wish there were more opportunities for performing arts, specifically musical theater. 
 

JUNEAU STRING ENSEMBLE 
Arts programs allow our children to learn where their strengths lie, to gain discipline from 
practice and the joy of working with others to create something beautiful. They work to attain 
goals, such as travel with their performing group, and create friendships and memories that will 
last a lifetime. Participating in the arts creates a joy that can make even October something to 
look forward to. 
 

HAINES NORTHWEST COAST ART 

As a carver who works in the village of Klukwan as a teacher and project leader for the 
traditional knowledge camp it is important to promote and advance the traditional art form. 
 

WRANGELL FUSED, SLUMPED & STAINED GLASS ARTIST 

Aside from battling cabin fever (which is a legitimate reason, in my book, to do any kind of art), I 
believe that Southeast has been fortunate to have the abundance of resources which have 
allowed the arts to flourish since the first human set foot in the area. With such a beginning, it 
only makes sense that the arts would be important to this region. As others have settled here 
and brought their arts with them, the variety of art forms have proliferated and have sparked 
new ways of presenting ancient ideas. In light of both the history of art in the region and the 
newer forms which have been used more recently, art holds an important place in Southeast, 
not just in the economy but in the culture and 'mental framework' of its residents. Many artists 
that I know are not of the 'commercial' variety - that is not to say that they wouldn't like to be 
able to support themselves through their art, but often do their art in spite of not being able to 
be commercially successful. Southeast is a difficult place to become commercially successful - 
partly due to lack of 'educational' opportunities which would allow an artist to hone their skills, 
partly due to the difficulty in obtaining supplies (for some), and partially due to the difficulty in 
finding venues for one's art (there are only so many 'widgets' that a town of 2,300 can purchase 
from their artists - the artist must develop a larger 'fan' base or clientele in order to survive at a 
commercial level). So, though many of us would love to do our art and be able to support 
ourselves that way, it can be a difficult goal to meet. Nevertheless, on a personal and 
sometimes social level, the arts are what DO keep many of us going throughout the grey, 
colder days of winter, and how can one NOT want to capture and share the beauty of a 
gloriously sunny summer day in Southeast? 
 

KETCHIKAN STAINED AND FUSED GLASS ARTIST 
Aside from museums, where else can the ordinary person wander through Totem Parks? 
Tourism encourages Native artisans to teach and share their crafts. We share the beauty of our 
creations in whatever art form it is with one another, gallery openings, art walks, wearable art 
shows. It encourages creativity and appreciation of Alaska, its scenery and nature. After the 
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downturn in the timber industry, thank goodness we have tourism to fall back upon and art is an 
important aspect of tourism. Living in a small community I am afforded the opportunity to sell 
my art to local galleries, if I lived south the competition would be a lot tougher. Art glass and 
freight is expensive. I have the revenue to purchase supplies and equipment that I might not 
otherwise be able to afford, plus I get encouragement from sales of my pieces, I am able to 
grow as an artist, and more importantly I have fun. I consider myself lucky to live in such a 
beautiful state. 
 

WRANGELL SEA OTTER ARTIST 

Because Indian art is huge in SE Alaska. I just learned how to work with sea otter and I'm going 
to try and make some items for my store. I have been supporting other artists for 20-plus years. 
Because I am Indian I do so gladly. I want to see our art survive and thrive. 
 

JUNEAU COSTUMER 
BrownBoots Costumes is a for-profit company that makes, rents and sells costumes. I should 
hardly be surprised, but as soon as we opened our doors in October of 2013 our costumes went 
straight into the myriad of theater performances that happen in Juneau every month. We were 
very pleased to assist a wide variety of performing arts companies and individuals with their 
costuming needs, and received enormous thank-yous for providing a previously unavailable 
service. Several arts companies donated their full costume inventory to us so that the costumes 
could be used more often (and they could put the storage spaces to other use). We are now 
able to make the costume collections of Perseverance Theater, Juneau Lyric Opera, Northern 
Lights Junior Theater, Opera to Go and Floyd Dryden Middle School available to whoever 
needs them. Numerous private donations have come in as well.   Our main client is 
Perseverance Theatre. We produce the costumes for all of their performances (working with the 
theater's designers), and maintain their costume stock. We also rent and sell their inventory on 
consignment and generated $1,600 of earned income for them in our first year.   Outside of 
Perseverance Theatre we were pleased to find a huge demand for costumes year-round. We 
provided costuming services to the University of Alaska Southeast, the Juneau Public Library, 
the Gastineau Humane Society, Floyd Dryden Middle School, Opera to Go, the Juneau Pride 
Chorus, Juneau Dance Unlimited, the Juneau Lyric Opera, Parents for a Safe Graduation, and 
the Juneau Symphony. Individuals came to us for performances they were presenting at the 
Alaska State Museum, the Juneau-Douglas City Museum, and the Perseverance Theatre 
Second-Stage. Parents and students rented costumes for school plays and events such as the 
Auke Bay elementary Wax Museum. We also enjoyed retail success for individuals needing 
costumes for personal use.   As a for-profit business we are generating tax dollars for the City 
and Borough of Juneau, providing jobs, and spending money within the borough. We took over 
a previously empty commercial space in the town of Douglas and are bringing traffic to the 
area. We have been thanked by our neighbors for helping to revitalize downtown Douglas. We 
took a chance by starting a 100% arts-related business, and we're finding that it is a welcome 
service in Juneau and we are happy to add to Juneau's wonderful arts community. 
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SITKA MUSIC COMPOSER 

Classical music is well appreciated in southeast Alaska and draws tourists into Sitka. I moved 
here for both my current job and also to be inspired as a music composer in a place of such 
beauty with extraordinary artists. 
 

KETCHIKAN RUSSIAN CRAFTER 
Connection between arts and the environment. 
 

HAINES PHOTOGRAPHER 
Especially keep the Tlingit culture alive. 
 

KETCHIKAN BEADING 

Expression, relaxation, teacher, sense of community. 
 

KAKE CARVER AND WEAVER 

For me, it’s a way of life, a way to connect with who I am in relation to being Tlingit/Haida. 
When I weave and carve I learn some of life's values, patience, strength, limitations and more 
importantly I learn how to improve not just on my projects but to take those values and learn 
and apply them in my life. The representation of my art is a reflection of who I am and where I 
come from. I used to sell my artwork, but I had a few experiences with customers that I did not 
like, so I decided to take a break from selling my art, focus on the importance of it, I use my art 
as gifts more than anything, for birthdays or as forms of gratitude for someone helping me or 
for people that just do great things. I find more satisfaction in giving away my art than selling it. 
There is more value in giving and trading for things that I would not have found if I had not 
experienced those issues with customers in the past.   Someday I'll sell art again, right now what 
I learn from making it and carrying on my traditions and values is the most important and best 
thing I can do right now. 
 

SITKA LINGET DRUMMER, FISH SKINNER, SILVER ENGRAVER, CARVER 

From the first time I came to Sitka in 1959 and saw the totem poles I have been in love with the 
Art and believe it is truly the roots of history. With tourism one of our most important economic 
drivers that makes our artists crucial to our economy. Every visitor to Sitka is surrounded by art 
of one sort or another. I have been surrounded by a family of extremely talented artists and art 
surrounds me...what more could anyone ask for?    
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SITKA POTTER 

This year I moved from Petersburg to Sitka and will be working at home.  Southeast Alaska is an 
amazing place that inspires an appreciation of nature. As an artist, it offers me unlimited beauty 
from which to find inspiration. In addition, I feel grateful to be living in this place with so many 
historical artifacts, such as the totem poles and rock petroglyphs, which testify to the fact that 
making art is a human endeavor so ancient that it surely means humans are meant to be doing 
it. I find strength in that concept, and I absolutely adore the rich cultural diversity of art in 
Southeast Alaska. 
 

HAINES FOSSIL IVORY AND GEMSTONE JEWELER 
Haines is a beautiful place that allows us to enjoy a lifestyle practically nonexistent anywhere 
else. Generating our own economy by doing art gives us the opportunity to take part in the very 
important subsistence activities as they arise.  Without the income from my art I could not afford 
to live here.  The freedom of creating art works well with the independent Alaskan spirit. 
 

HAINES WRITER 
Haines is a community full of artists and creative people and very supportive. For me as an 
author, Southeast is completely inspiring and the place and the people are basically my muse. 
Living here is why I write, and I think, why so many people read what I write. 
 

PELICAN SKIN SEWING 
Harvest the furs, send the pelts to be tanned, use tanned hides from my own harvest for 
finished product. 
 

HAINES GRAPHIC ARTIST  
Having been an artist since I was a child, and a professional in the art world directly from 
college, I feel humbled when I think of the importance of art to my life. Art is life, and is 
everywhere within life. I moved to SE Alaska nearly ten years ago because I knew I was at last 
home. I knew if there was any chance of living my best life, it would be here. So far, that has 
turned out to be true.  In addition, I have spent over the last two decades inventing a system 
which has helped me recover from a long-term permanent disability. It is an art form in itself, 
this daily practice, this commitment to my health and well-being. I continue to volunteer and do 
pro bono artwork for numerous organizations around town every week, year after year, since I 
arrived. My estimates in this survey are based on the market values in 2013.  Perhaps one day 
soon I will have a website based on my artwork. I may contact you then for inclusion in your 
catalogue. Meanwhile, I will continue on with my creative life in all of its adventurous endeavors. 
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HAINES PAINTER 

I am a fine artist who is very inspired by the area but there is very little understanding of fine art 
in SE AK. I make my money separate from my art and wish there was more of a fine art interest 
in Alaska. 
 

KAKE RED AND YELLOW CEDAR WEAVER 
I am a Haida and Tlingit woman and our Art is a way of life because it involves thousands of 
years of history that is practiced today. Most items we make today using our natural resources 
will live for 100-500 years beyond us. This is a very important form of art and records family 
history, stories, songs, travels, love, honor, symbolic and clan recognition of our Alaska. This 
cultural way of life adds the honor and respect we have of our families, environment and other 
plants and animals which are used to create our art. It is place-based and involves celebrations 
of our families, communities and places. Our art form is recognized all over the world and is 
progressing as we learn more about the art forms, findings and exploration and inspiration. 
 

JUNEAU DIGITAL ILLUSTRATOR 
I am an Alaskan artist who enjoys capturing the life and spirit of my fellow Alaskans. Alaska as a 
place and culture are vital to my work. Alaskan artists exhibit the great vibrancy and diversity of 
our people. 
 

SITKA ECLECTIC DESIGNER 
I believe everyone is an artist, and we are here to create, in whatever form reveals itself to us.  I 
love Southeast Alaska, and the flexibility it gives to create art. 
 

JUNEAU SILK PAINTER 
I believe that all forms of art are important to a well-rounded person, and community. For self-
expression to the artist and enjoyment of the audience. To have a community that embraces 
arts and artists speaks to its open-mindedness and vitality. 
 

JUNEAU OIL PAINTER 

I came to Juneau 25 years ago for a summer job after college. As someone interested in the 
arts and social justice, I didn't think of Alaska as a place I would want to settle; I was just coming 
for a summer adventure. I was pleasantly surprised to discover that Juneau was rich with 
opportunities for me in the arts. In fact, I realized that I had more opportunities to be involved 
in the arts in Juneau than I could possibly have in a bigger city down south. I began exhibiting 
artwork, got involved in theater, took dance classes, learned to play a musical instrument, 
attended arts events, and became a teaching and exhibiting artist and arts administrator.   As a 
parent of two teen-aged boys, I have actively sought out opportunities for them to be involved 
in as many art forms as possible over the past 16 years. In addition to being employed as a 
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teaching artist, I have volunteered hundreds of hours to school and community arts events in 
Juneau. One summer I decided to enroll my boys in an arts and science program outside of 
Juneau to give them a special experience at the Oregon Museum of Science and Industry 
(OMSI). We were very disappointed by the quality of the camp, and realized that the Juneau 
Elementary Fine Arts Camp and the Sitka middle/high school Fine Arts Camp were far superior 
in quality.   The opportunity and high quality of arts opportunities in Juneau are what made me 
want to settle here. I came for a summer, but made Juneau my home because it is such a 
vibrant arts community. 
 

JUNEAU LINOCUT PRINT MAKER 
I choose to live and make art in SE Alaska because of the beauty of this place. There is 
something every day that I see here that inspires me. There are many people that live in this 
community or who are visitors here  that feel the same way. Of course it is always great to have 
someone willing to pay for your art. The best part really is that what has inspired me makes that 
connection with someone else and they want to take a little bit of it home. 
 

JUNEAU JAZZ PIANIST 
I choose to live and make art in southeast Alaska because I have never lived anywhere else. 
There are many, many connections between art and the regional economy. 
 

JUNEAU VIOLINIST 
I choose to live in Southeast Alaska because of the opportunities provided here - professionally 
for non-arts-related work and arts-related work. I have personally known people who have 
moved here because of the arts-related opportunities provided for them in Juneau. I probably 
would have moved away in the last five years, but knowing the I have opportunities here to 
participate in the arts that I would not have such ready access to in other places has kept me 
here in Juneau. 
 

JUNEAU ARTIST 
I chose to move to Southeast Alaska because of the abundance of arts opportunities. I was 
having a hard time with the small size of Juneau, but realized there would be many ways for me 
to get involved. I met new people through making music, and got to network with important 
people for my job through informal arts activities. 
 

KASAAN SILVERSMITH  

I do not choose to live and make art here, necessarily. It is just what makes me happy at this 
time. I enjoy being in the places I grew up, and making art just happens as a part of life. I don't 
think that art should necessarily be for making money; the exchange is better left as a 
byproduct of the inspiration. I am occasionally introduced to an artist's private collection of 
work, and it is really incredible. Many people are doing great work here, but it doesn't seem to 
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be the thing that keeps the money rolling. Some are doing well and loving the process, others 
seem to be producing and cashing in. Both aspects can be good for the people. The love of art 
and creation help our area's culture develop, and that's the part I am excited about. 
 

JUNEAU PAINTER  
I feel art adds value to the places and people who live in Southeast Alaska. It enriches 
individuals and strengthens community bonds. 
 

ELFIN COVE STORYTELLER  
I feel art is important to SE Alaska because it is a reflection of who we are as a society. It allows 
expression and sharing of our stories in a way that is unique. The art I help create is stories of 
educators who struggle with leadership and change. By digitizing and making their stories 
available, E4L helps promote leadership statewide. 
 

HOONAH NORTHWEST COAST NATIVE WOODCARVER 

I find art a good way to tell and share our oral history and culture. It connects both the artist 
and the audience with Native history and culture. 
 

YAKUTAT ARTIST 

I have always done my art part-time but as the years were going by I had to take care of my 
parents as they needed care and wanted to stay in their own home. So I had to quit my job, so 
that I made my art my full-time job, and I want to keep the tradition art and pass it on to the 
younger generation. I love where I live and love to teach, been teaching skin sewing and 
weaving for many years. I feel if you have the skill of art, you can always have a few $. 
 

HAINES SILVER JEWELER  
I have been making a living since 1967 doing art work. I did have to work in the cannery and the 
grocery store until I could make enough to support myself by my artwork. When I started no 
one could make a living doing Northwest Coast Art and now they can. It has taken a long time. 
 

ANGOON BEADING, REGALIA, JEWELER 
I just love the beauty of it, in every way I see art in everyday living. I Love Native art and 
beading. 
 

SKAGWAY AUTHOR AND PHOTOGRAPHER 
I like here for the outdoors and the ability to pursue a career in the arts, which wasn't possible 
where I was from. 
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JUNEAU ACTOR 
I live here mainly because of the natural environment. But I probably wouldn't have stayed as 
long if not for the artistic community. 
 

PORT PROTECTION CLAY ARTIST 
I live in a remote part of Alaska. No roads. You have to really want to be here to live here. I'm 
totally surrounded by the beauty that Alaska offers. It's inspiring in many ways. I mimic things I 
see around me in clay. I'm constantly amazed by the unique beauty Southeast Alaska has. I love 
creating my clay art in my homeland. I love to be able to make a little money doing it. Even 
though Southeast covers a wide area, it's small when it comes to the art world, and all the 
artists, including musicians, that I have met, are a warm and welcoming group of people to new 
or beginning artist, which I'm one. I love the freedom I feel in making my art. Most of my orders 
are by word of mouth, I haven't a website set up. I've only done a few local bazaars or art 
festivals and am very happy with my sales and orders that come after these events. Making art 
here is as natural and normal as the rain that falls. And there are lots and lots of artists here. We 
are just pretty low-key. 
 

WRANGELL DANCER, BAKER 
I live in Southeast Alaska because it's the best place to live and raise family. I am involved with 
the arts because the kids and some adults, like myself, here in Wrangell need it. 
 

KETCHIKAN PHOTOGRAPHER & WATERCOLOR PAINTER  
I love photography and get the most excited with pictures of old fishing boats, harbors and 
waterfronts with older buildings and homes in the background. I think there are people that 
love these photos as much as I do so I will be a small part of the economy generated by the 
wonderful artists of Ketchikan and all of the other Southeast communities and cities. I see the 
"Local Artists" art selling very well here. Ketchikan has a good market for art with the Cruise 
Ship visitors and other tourists. The Arts are promoted by the local television station in 
Ketchikan and the artists seem to be welcomed by all who live here. It seems like everyone 
understands that Art plays a huge part in the regional economy. Artists come to visit here and 
stay. Every artist that moves here adds their little part to the economy. 
 

JUNEAU MIXED-MEDIA GLASS ARTIST 

I love the antiquity, rust and ruins of our area. Our place is inspiring and our sense of 
community, especially in regards to the arts, is unbeatable for a community our size. 
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JUNEAU SEA OTTER ARTIST  

I make art because I can. I sell enough art that it covers expenses of producing the art and 
allows me to give some of it away as well. Making art is not what pays the bills, but is a very 
enjoyable aside. 
 

HYDER SCULPTOR 
I moved to Hyder from NYC to be inspired and surrounded by wilderness. This closeness to 
nature helps to inspire my thoughts and visions and adds greatly to the inspiration for my work. 
Surrounded by nature my creative thoughts soar and new dreams are realized that were unseen 
before. 
 

KETCHIKAN NORTHWEST COAST FORM LINE DESIGNER  
I practice the art forms of my ancestors because I feel it is important to keep our art form alive. 
 

JUNEAU PAINTER, PRINTMAKER, AND POTTER 
I see art as a diminishing element in SE economy. Galleries are few, and those that survive are 
chiefly gift shops. Overall, art is trivialized as well as marginalized.  My husband and I choose to 
live here for many reasons; and if we lived elsewhere, I would still create art. 
 

WRANGELL JEWELER 
I started designing jewelry in 1997-98 time period. I am currently winding down my business for 
personal reasons.  When I started, my reasons at the time included belief that a unique resource 
in Wrangell was being overlooked, petroglyphs. By designing jewelry after the petroglyphs, I 
was hoping to provide a unique piece of jewelry for the wearer, provide some education 
pertaining to rock art, Wrangell, and Alaska and this historical type of art form, and hopefully 
supplement my income as well. Initially I did well. Art-- from a retail standpoint (I am not 
referring to performance type art) is of huge interest to the multitude of visitors we get in the 
summer season. They want to take back something from Alaska and of Alaska. Competition is 
fierce however, and commitments of time, attention to detail and product support are key. 
Artists in smaller communities without cruise ships have a more difficult time financially 
benefitting unless they are able to distribute their art in the larger communities. As my life 
changed, and my family and job responsibilities changed, I lost the drive necessary to continue 
a thriving business.   There is so much inspiration for creativity in Southeast Alaska, Art is a 
natural form of expression and release of the beauty around us. Certain types of art can be 
done in "your spare time", and at your home, thus creating opportunities for supplemental 
incomes to families that might have seasonal jobs.. timber, fishing, tourism etc. It is another 
opportunity to bring additional revenue into the household. Very few of the artists that I know, 
rely 100% on revenue from their art.   I love the picture below by the way :) 
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JUNEAU CERAMIC ARTIST 

I think it is a unifying element in Southeast Alaska. Given the different communities present in 
the area, art shows, sales, etc. are an event that many different people attend and appreciate. 
Plus, due to the tourist economy, there are additional outlets for local artists. 
 

JUNEAU ARTS ORGANIZATION 
I think live classical music is important in Southeast Alaska because we have to have it here. It is 
expensive and complicated to just hop over to a neighboring community to hear a live concert. 
We have to have it here where it is accessible to the local population. The Symphony offers an 
organization that the residents can be proud of.  It also offers a shared experience for 
attendees. It offers the opportunity for local individuals to play orchestral music in a 
rehearsal/performance setting. It provides the community with the opportunity to hear music 
from the masters and also new music that is not generally performed.  The symphony also 
brings in musicians from out of town as well as from other Alaskan communities and the 
spending they do helps the local economy. 
 

SITKA CARVER, METAL ARTIST 
I think the arts are important to carry on, showing connections to our history. I choose to create 
new designs with influence from traditional art that I've seen growing up in SE AK. Living in SE 
AK, the people around me appreciate what I do. 
 

JUNEAU MUSICIAN 

I used to work exclusively in the music industry. I ran live sound reinforcement, ran a studio, 
gave lessons, played in bands, worked doing installations, you name it, I did it. After a while, it 
became a chore... or rather a duty to me. I lost the enjoyment because it was my job. When I 
moved to Alaska, I was no longer able to support myself with my music, because of the lack of 
population and opportunities, combined with the high cost of living. I was unable to fulfill my 
debts. So I had to acquire new skills, and find a new career. For a time, I did not play any music 
at all. It was a relief in a way, to be away from the obligation to perform. But after a time, I 
began to play again, and not as my career. It became fun again. In the end, playing music for a 
career for me tallied up to about $5 per hour before taxes... the obligations to perform in order 
to make ends meet just ate away at the enjoyment of music. Now I have a different career, and 
music is fun again. It has a direct connection to emotions, both from the performer, and as the 
audience. Music is the way that my mind operates, and it is free from the obligations of work, at 
this time. 
 

SITKA MASK CARVER, COPPER AND CEDAR WEAVER 
I was born and raised in SE Alaska and have only been carving for maybe four years. The 
importance of our art and culture is as important now as it was 200-300 years ago. Keeping your 



The Arts Economy Of Southeast Alaska, Appendices       Prepared by Rain Coast Data   Page !28 

heritage alive and moving is amazing and to see the amount of people doing our art whether 
through language, carving or dance! It's all important and today, going strong. 
 

HAINES FOUND-OBJECT ASSEMBLER 
I would do art no matter where I lived and my art would reflect whatever environment that was. 
 

CRAIG WRITER, MUSICAL THEATER 
I write stories with Alaskan (mostly Southeast) themes because the place is inspiring and lends 
itself to the creation of characters and stories. I would like to see more emphasis placed on the 
role of art in the local and regional economy. Many people in local and regional government 
have the idea that the arts are, at best, a tertiary draw for people to come to Southeast 
(tourists) and that arts have limited use for communities. We need stakeholders to build up the 
idea and lobby more effectively so arts are more at the forefront of what makes Southeast 
unique and what provides for better quality of life for our residents. 
 

CRAIG PHOTOGRAPHER AND PAINTER 

In addition to my creating and selling my art, I assist with a local retail shop that sells local 
artisans’ work. There are many talented artisans on this island. I copied the following list as I 
believe it very clearly answers your question. I am also an accountant and would like to assist 
artists in managing their business as an artist (often the arts are undervalued and I believe they 
should not be). Lastly, the beauty in this area inspires me to be creative.  1. They are languages 
that all people speak that cut across racial, cultural, social, educational, and economic barriers 
and enhance cultural appreciation and awareness. 2. They provide opportunities for self-
expression, bringing the inner world into the outer world of concrete reality. 3. They develop 
both independence and collaboration. 4. They make it possible to use personal strengths in 
meaningful ways and to bridge into understanding sometimes difficult abstractions through 
these strengths. 5. They improve academic achievement -- enhancing test scores, attitudes, 
social skills, critical and creative thinking. 6. They exercise and develop higher-order thinking 
skills including analysis, synthesis, evaluation, and "problem-finding." 7. They provide the means 
for every student to learn.  Adapted from "Why the arts are important?" by Dee Dickenson 
 

HAINES WEB DESIGNER 

In my business, I support many artists and arts organizations. Much of my work for individual 
artists is done on a fee basis and work I do for arts organizations usually always includes a 
sizeable volunteer/pro bono component. Bear Star is also a corporate member and supporter of 
the Haines Arts Council. The estimates for income included in this survey are limited to activity 
with artists or arts organizations only, which are very difficult to estimate and should probably 
not be taken too seriously, but I consider the arts community in Haines, Juneau, Gustavus, 
Petersburg, and Ketchikan as important components in my business. 
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HAINES PAINTER 

Inspiration. 
 

WRANGELL FIBER ARTIST 

It allows me to make a living working from home. It also brings in money from outside the 
community that helps support our economy. Finally, it allows me, as an artist, a way to connect 
with customers in person by selling locally. 
 

JUNEAU TRUMPETER  
It connects to place, to other people, and to our past and future. Art is the nutrition we need for 
a healthy intellectual and social life. 
 

WRANGELL SINGER, WRITER 
It is a release of stress for people. It's important for health and well-being. There are limited 
opportunities for that in Southeast and I think there is more stress due to those less 
opportunities. 
 

SKAGWAY INSTALLATION ARTIST 
It is an incredibly stimulating setting to make art in, and provides ample solitude and quiet to 
do the work. I miss having a larger community of artists who are not focused on small tourist 
commercial sales but on contemporary art. I wish there was more connection between Alaskan 
communities for the artists with particular interests. My other struggle here is infrastructure-- I 
desperately need a proper studio space and better Internet to maintain my career outside of 
Skagway. More working grants for artists are always needed. (I know this wasn't the question 
but I figured I'd add some input.) 
 

HAINES PERFORMER 
It is our history of the land. 
 

KLAWOCK TLINGIT AND HAIDA ARTIST 
It is the one thing that keeps me grounded. I am doing my best to share my art and teach our 
traditional ways. 
 

KETCHIKAN THEATRE 
It keeps me staying here. Without the strong arts community, I never would have made my 
home here 30 years ago. I certainly wouldn't be bringing up my son here. 
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KETCHIKAN MIXED-MEDIA PAPER ARTIST 
It looks important for a community and a society to embrace and foster the arts. Creative work 
expands a community’s awareness of the space around it, technology and its history. It is 
important to support local art and business outside of tourism. 
 

JUNEAU OIL PAINTER 
It visually defines the beauty and strength of our environment and enhances appreciation of our 
area when viewed by local and visitors alike. 
 

JUNEAU BALLROOM, LATIN AND SWING DANCER 
Juneau Alaska or any Southeast community just would not be the same without the arts. The 
arts community in Juneau is what makes living in Juneau worth it. The vast amount and variety 
of arts-related events bring so much diversity, uniqueness and beauty to our communities. I 
became involved in the dancing and singing communities in Juneau when I was 12. I knew soon 
after becoming a part of these communities that I wanted to raise my future family in Juneau 
where there are so many opportunities to experience art and culture. Arts not only bring 
beauty, but awareness about our lives, history and emotions. The arts bring communities 
together and teach the world about our culture. Economically, I think the arts keep the 
economic life of a community alive. Without something to bring beauty and awareness, our lives 
would be bland and boring. People love the arts, they need to have a little bit of culture, fun 
and beauty in their lives. Providing artistic opportunities or opportunities to experience art, 
helps keep a community happy and healthy, which in turns helps productivity levels in all areas, 
and helps keep people out of trouble, which lowers productivity levels. I know so many 
kids/teens who have greatly benefited from participation in the arts, which in turn has helped 
them be more productive adults than they otherwise would have been. 
 

JUNEAU PERCUSSIONIST, AUTHOR 
Juneau is full of wonderful people and community. Despite its size, it has rich and varied outlets 
for artistic expression that provide meaning and sustenance, especially on days that are full of 
sideways rain. Although I don't derive significant income from the arts, I certainly spend money 
on the arts in my community through classes, workshops, lessons, and participation in creative 
outlets. Those expenditures, which I do gladly as they benefit my life, are significant. 
 

JUNEAU MUSICIAN 

Juneau Jazz & Classics, Inc. believes that music allows us to celebrate and preserve our cultural 
heritages, and also to explore the realms of expression and imagination, resulting in new 
knowledge and appreciation of music. Therefore, every individual should have the opportunity 
to learn music and to share in musical experiences. In 1986, world-renowned violinist Linda 
Rosenthal had a dream to share the music she loves with the community she adored. The 
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beautiful natural setting, the community’s love and support for music, make Juneau the perfect 
place for a spectacular celebration of world-class jazz and classical music. In May of 1987, Ms. 
Rosenthal along with Jazz Coordinator and fellow-founder Bob Banghart and a hard-working 
group of local musicians, community leaders and loyal supporters of the arts, launched the 1st 
annual Juneau Jazz & Classics. The Festival has evolved and expanded each year, touching so 
many lives with an appreciation and love for classical, jazz and blues music. Each year JJ&C 
continues to provide high-quality performances, educational concerts, instructional workshops 
and outreach programs that benefit people of all ages, capabilities and economic backgrounds. 
JJ&C is excited to bring the worlds of jazz, classical and blues to our Juneau community with 
live performances and interaction with great artists.  Juneau Jazz & Classics is an annual festival 
whose mission is to provide a variety of rich musical experiences and instructional seminars at 
different venues in Juneau and remote towns in Southeast Alaska. The festival is designed to 
offer the highest quality music performances and instruction opportunities to inspire, enrich and 
educate persons of all ages and economic backgrounds. The festival features a diversity of 
styles within jazz, classical and blues genres, introducing these styles to a new generation while 
appealing to music lovers and attracting visitors to our community. 
 

KETCHIKAN BALLET, JAZZ, TAP DANCE 
Ketchikan Theatre Ballet has brought dance education to Ketchikan, Alaska for over 50 years. I 
personally danced with KTB for 14 years and have worked at KTB going on five years. Those 
years have taught me the great importance of artistic expression in child and adolescent 
development. I have seen dancers come to class with the weight of the world on their 
shoulders, dance with everything they have and then leave class walking tall. The art of dance 
teaches our students so much more than positions, steps and choreography. The students also 
learn determination, dedication and what it means to be part of a "team." I believe that these 
lessons can be learned from all art forms, not just dance. I believe that any avenue that can 
teach young people confidence and self-expression is a great asset to our small Southeast 
Alaskan town. Living on a small island in the middle of a rainforest can feel stifling at times. 
Ketchikan is very lucky to have many artistic opportunities, and I know at least for me that 
makes my world feel a little bigger. 
 

SITKA SEMI-PRECIOUS GEM NECKLACE JEWELER 
Long winters and lack of other hobby interests in the area make [art] a good outlet for creativity 
and energy when the outdoors is not that inviting. I just started so my return isn't great so far, 
but earning money isn't the main reason I do it. Although it would be a nice way to supplement 
a retirement income if sales were good. 
 

HAINES FIGURATIVE SCULPTOR 
Making art is what I do. It is what I have to do, what I am driven to do. I do not have another job 
because I know that it would severely interfere with my ability to make art. I hear every summer 
in my gallery, from visitors, that locally made art is something they are expecting to find here in 
Southeast. And they are becoming much more savvy about asking exactly where the art was 
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made. They want to know that it was made in Alaska. This makes me happy! I love that Alaska is 
known and becoming more known all the time for being the home of many, many artists of all 
kinds. Many people tell me that they come to Haines in particular for the art, hoping to meet 
the artists. The economic importance of this seems pretty obvious. I choose to live here because 
of the close-knit supportive community, the tranquility, and of course the beauty. As I said 
before, I make art here because I must. 
 

JUNEAU SYMPHONY 

Music and the Arts are Essential to life and education. In Juneau specifically there is a need for 
development of people's inner resources and sharing education. Young persons especially 
benefit from the emotional and rational appeal of melody, harmony and synergy playing in a 
musical group. This is our hope for the future. Thanks, J.S. 
 

WRANGELL VIOLINIST  
Music enriches people's lives. It gives the young people another option to spend their time and 
to develop a new passion. It is important for the health of a community. 
 

KETCHIKAN WEAVER OF CEDAR BARK, SPRUCE ROOT, RAVENS TAIL & 
CHILKAT ARTIST 

My art has been passed on from a parent who was a artist. I do it to teacher the younger people 
that are interested in our cultural art. 
 

SITKA SCULPTOR AND WOOD CARVER 

My art is more a hobby than for monetary gain. Many of my friends are part of an Artists Co-op 
and they do very well selling their work throughout the year, especially during the summer 
tourist season. Sitka is a very cultural community with many art forms from performing arts such 
as dance, music, theatre, etc. With our active Sitka Arts Council there are always more activities 
than the average citizen could possibly participate in. All these events draw locals and visitors 
alike, which is always good for the economy. 
 

KETCHIKAN DANCER 
My art is not just a job, but what makes my job worth living. 
 

SITKA WRITER, EDITOR, PHOTOGRAPHER, DESIGNER, MUSICIAN, PROMOTER 
My first visit to Sitka came back in the mid-1970s when I was a high school violist in Anchorage 
Youth Symphony and we made annual tours of Southeast Alaska. I moved to Southeast Alaska 
in 1999 (lived in Douglas, worked for the Juneau Empire), and moved to Sitka in 2005 (to work 
in corporate communications with SEARHC). When my job was relocated to Juneau in 
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December 2012, I decided to stay in Sitka because of the arts and people I met working here. 
Right now I do a lot of temporary jobs and volunteer work, and a lot of it is arts based (writing, 
editing, website design, flier design, photography, etc.). I've also been getting back into music, 
now that I have more time to practice. It's hard to quantify how much art plays in your work and 
day-to-day life, because art is so interwoven into the fabric of everything down here. 
 

PETERSBURG JEWELER, POTTER, ARTIST 

My gallery was started and continues to support Local and Alaskan artists. Not only does it help 
support individuals who are part of our local economy (local and statewide), it gives me great 
pleasure to share the work of artists in and around our state, with individuals from outside the 
state. My reasoning for starting and taking my gallery in this direction is/was my love of 
purchasing items that are locally made in my travels. 
 

JUNEAU JEWELER 
My inspiration comes from nature around me. My pieces use objects, photos and drawings of 
things I see and enjoy while being outdoors. Creating art is my hobby. At this time I spend more 
in supplies than I make in sales. 
 

KETCHIKAN SPIRIT FORMS ARTIST 
My people love my work and life flows into them and they become happy. Art is a thought 
pattern, it is the blossoming of the soul and in some cases, many times, it is extremely hard 
work. let’s appreciate it 
 

JUNEAU MULTI-MEDIA PERFORMER AND RECORDING ARTIST 
My wife and I have been off and on the fence over the past seven years as to whether or not to 
stay in Juneau. There is an abundance of room for artistic growth in Juneau and it is a lot easier 
to be noticed here than in a city in the south. I don't know of many individual artists who survive 
on their art here. Performing artists are blocked by transportation issues as it is impossible to 
generate enough revenue in Juneau alone. I think Southeast AK has to be willing to pioneer its 
own art scene. If we shine bright enough we can attract the attention of the rest of the (art) 
world.  Art is always important everywhere. It is what gives life meaning and moves us forward. 
 

JUNEAU CLASSICAL, JAZZ, & FOLK MUSICIAN 
My wife and I live in Juneau because of the many year-round outdoor activities available here, 
but also because of the many artistic events available. Whether they be visual art shows (as in 
First Friday art walks), drama, Juneau Symphony concerts, or touring arts council productions, 
we usually attend most performances, and spend a fair amount of money to do so.   More 
money is involved in making donations to these various non-profit organizations every year. 
Buying raffle tickets and making actual donations to local arts groups make up most of our 
charitable donations each year. We enjoy the productions and feel like supporting the groups 
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and theaters that host them.  Finally, playing an instrument in the symphony is an experience I 
compare to reading many of the world's greatest books, yet in this case are the world's greatest 
musical compositions. Maintaining a functioning orchestra, even with volunteer musicians, is a 
costly endeavor, and we are able to do it in Juneau because of the many donations made by 
individuals and by businesses and corporations. As an amateur musician, I feel very fortunate to 
be able to participate and attend, and to learn from the (paid) conductor. It is money well 
spent. 
 

JUNEAU IMPROVISATIONAL THEATER 

Not included in our budget is the economic impact of our visiting artists. They were responsible 
for hundreds of room nights of lodging, purchases of meals and shopping across many 
downtown businesses, air and water tours, car rentals, etc. Our event, with 40 out-of-town 
artists spending an average of five days each in the community, is only one of a number of such 
events. By being supportive of the arts, groups such as ours are more willing to take greater 
financial risks that encourage artists and attendees to visit Juneau, spend their money here, and 
come back again. 
 

JUNEAU OPERA SINGER 
When my husband and I decided we wanted to move away from Indianapolis, Indiana (more like 
I relentlessly nagged him about it), we knew we wanted to move to a place that would afford us 
fulfilling careers in our respective fields, as well as lush cultural and artistic opportunities.  My 
husband is a licensed Civil Engineer and an amateur painter that also dabbles in classical guitar. 
I am an emerging opera singer finishing my Doctoral degree in Vocal Performance. I love all 
aspects of the performing arts, and have experience on both the collegiate and professional 
stage as a musician, actress, director, stage manager, and producer, and now am now the 
Executive Director of the Juneau Symphony. We had considered going on an Alaskan cruise for 
our honeymoon, but soon began to toy with the idea of just moving to Alaska. We looked into 
Anchorage first – we knew virtually nothing about Alaskan life and Anchorage seemed the 
logical choice since it was larger and thus more opportunity for jobs. A quick job search led my 
husband to an opportunity with the Department of Transportation in Juneau since he has 
experience with the Indiana DOT. At that point, his side was covered… now it was my turn.  I 
was absolutely blown away by the outstanding arts opportunities in Juneau and surrounding SE 
Alaska. Between a full-sized orchestra, two opera companies, a professional theatre company, a 
dance company and several chamber groups, festivals, museums, galleries and arts education 
opportunities , I was sold. Juneau is not just a paradise for outdoor enthusiasts – it’s also a 
paradise for arts lovers. We would not have chosen to completely uproot our lives (I mean, we 
sold nearly all of our possessions to move here!), had it not been for this oasis. We love Juneau, 
and will do whatever is in our means to promote and support the arts community. The beautiful 
scenery was really just the icing on the cake. “In my own philanthropy and business endeavors, I 
have seen the critical role that the arts play in stimulating creativity and in developing vital 
communities….the arts have a crucial impact on our economy and are an important catalyst for 
learning, discovery, and achievement in our country.” –Paul G. Allen, Co-Founder, Microsoft 
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JUNEAU LIVE STORYTELLER 

One thing I think our organization helped people identify is how much more than the "basics" 
they need to feel satisfied, that is beyond traditional hobbies and necessities, a connection to 
people. That is an art, and I don't think it would be congruent to our organization's mission to 
particularly specify art as different than life; rather we're trying to show art as part of life.  In 
other art forms I think it's safe to say choosing to make art in Southeast Alaska is because it's an 
inspiring location - not in the cliché "Oh the mountains and lakes and ocean" but because of 
the unique individuals that are drawn to the smaller communities. They are the ones that bring 
out character in communities. 
 

HOONAH SPRUCE ROOT BASKETS AND CHILKAT WEAVER 
Our art identifies us, it defines our jurisdiction. We have been doing this for thousands of years. 
 

JUNEAU PAINTER 
Our art speaks to who we are and where we are--all inseparable. 
 

GUSTAVUS SOAPSTONE SCULPTURE AND ARTIST 
Our economy is dependent on tourism and on local purchases of goods. We have the state 
ferry weekly all year; and daily AK Airlines jets for three months of the summer. These tourists 
purchase art at our local gallery, independent galleries; at the weekly market in the summer; at 
the local Thanksgiving Fairs. Local people purchase gifts for others year round, as well as items 
for themselves, with more purchases around the holidays. These economic benefits from having 
local artists selling to both tourists and local folks help our community through a sales tax. I've 
lived my entire life in SE Alaska, and have been an artist for 40+ years. It defines who I am, how 
I want to relate to the world, and what I want to teach and create. I love music and art and 
theater. 
 

SITKA ARTS ADVOCATE 
Our vision is as an Arts organization that promotes an understanding of the value of arts. Our 
success is based on our ability to engage all sectors of the population, to engender a sense of 
ownership of Arts events and activities and an understanding of the Arts as an economic and 
community-building force.   Greater Sitka Arts Council produces a number of annual events 
which consistently sell out and have become Sitka institutions. Greater Sitka Arts Council 
intends to continue offering them annually. Greater Sitka Arts Council has become integrated 
and integral to Sitka and its programs contribute to a flourishing community. Greater Sitka Arts 
Council has partnered with Sitka Folk, Community Theater, and the Monthly Grind, Sitka 
Summer Music Festival and Sitka Sound Science Center in a cooperative effort to disseminate 
quality Arts programming and further the mission of Greater Sitka Arts Council. Within the 
community of Sitka there exist opportunities to reach under-served populations. While Greater 
Sitka Arts Council has consistently sold out events there is a tendency to reach a portion of the 
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community who are already supporters of Art. Greater Sitka Arts Council is ready to expand 
their reach and in particular to reach the Alaska Native community, high school youth and 
outlying Southeast communities. Looking forward, Greater Sitka Arts Council has the desire and 
capacity to bring events and programs to Southeast communities where such things are lacking. 
In the past, the messages used to build support for Greater Sitka Arts Council and the Arts 
broadly have only been partially successful. Art continues to be viewed as unnecessary. Greater 
Sitka Arts Council seeks to promote an understanding of the value of Arts in a community and 
to present events and activities based on the best way to communicate with the public in order 
to achieve the shared sense of public responsibility necessary for broad social and economic 
support. Greater Sitka Arts Council strives to develop an inclusive Arts community dialogue and 
would like to demonstrate the positive ripple effect Arts programming can cause within a 
community. Greater Sitka Arts Council seeks to challenge cherished assumptions about the 
nature of the Arts, such as the idea that the Arts are for entertainment only. Other assumptions 
which undermine the perception of Art as a public responsibility are that the Arts are about 
individual preferences, that the Arts are only goods to be purchased, that the Arts are a low 
priority and the expectation that the public will be passive consumers of Art rather than 
participants. Greater Sitka Arts Council would like to develop Arts programming which has the 
capacity to reach the entire community. Arts programs produce a ripple effect in the community 
and have measurable economic benefits. 
 

JUNEAU VISUAL AND PERFORMING ARTIST 

Over the past few decades the arts have been vanishing from our schools, nationwide. Students 
in elementary schools today have little or no regular opportunity to experiment in visual and 
performing arts, and yet our workforce demands creative thinkers who can navigate and create 
visually appealing media and make compelling, interactive presentations. Even more alarming, 
students in today's classrooms have parents who also were not exposed to the arts. As a result, 
the arts aren't considered valuable by many people, because our current generation isn't 
comfortable or familiar with them.  As a teaching artist, I have witnessed for years how the arts 
can successfully engage students in science, math, and literature. The arts can equalize the 
academic playing field for students who experience disabilities, and they build community both 
in the school and outside of school.  By offering professional development training for teachers, 
our agency hopes to provide access to all children in Alaska through arts integration on a daily 
basis. In order to keep Alaskan students engaged in school and prepare them to be the creative 
thinkers we need running businesses and government in our state, we need to invest in the arts 
as a fundamental part of every child's education. 
 

KETCHIKAN PORTRAIT, LANDSCAPE AND WILDLIFE PHOTOGRAPHER 

Photography shares the beauty of our surroundings and our people with the world. 
 

PETERSBURG SEA OTTER ARTIST 

Since time immemorial, Southeast Alaska has been a region of beautiful and awe-inspiring art. 
Our surroundings and resources make our artwork unique. My connection to my artwork is 
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deep. The crafts that I do, while more contemporary than my ancestors work, is done in the 
same spirit.  I choose to live here as this is my home, my connection to my history, and the hope 
for my future. 
 

KETCHIKAN CONTEMPORARY BASKETRY ARTIST 
Southeast Alaska is a beautiful place and inspiring for any artist. While I weave contemporary 
baskets, I have woven traditional cedar bark and spruce root baskets as well. The tourism 
(mostly cruise ship) industry brings potential collectors to our community. Because it rains so 
much here, I enjoy working in my studio (if it was sunny all the time, I would be outside and 
would not get anything done!). I travel some, but always return to southeast Alaska...it is a 
special place. 
 

JUNEAU LANDSCAPE PAINTER 

Southeast Alaska is beautiful and inspires many visual artists. 
 

SITKA DRAWING 

Southeast Alaska is beautiful, and artwork created here reflects that beauty. Art helps celebrate 
and share this beauty with each other, and with visitors. Even though each person, and 
specifically, each visitor, enjoys this region uniquely, finding objects to remind oneself of that 
beauty is a common activity........the artwork enhances the memory of being here. Thus, artists 
make artwork, based on local beauty, the visitor has something to buy and take home to 
remember us by, and that helps the regional economy. 
 

HAINES PHOTOGRAPHER AND WRITER 
Southeast Alaska is one of the most beautiful and bountiful places in North America. The 
scenery is stupendous, the wildlife is plentiful and approachable. It's a photographer's dream 
come true. I love to photograph the scenery and wildlife of this area, and then share with others 
by writing articles about my experiences. 
 

HAINES GRAPHIC AND NATIVE SCREEN-PRINTING/EMBROIDERY 
Southeast Alaska's Native artwork is a category in its own, from Chilkat Blanket weavers, Totem 
Pole carvers, to painters. Alaska has a lot to share, every type of artistic ability exposes the 
beauty of our culture and nature that embraces our beautiful State. As a graphic artist running a 
print shop/graphic arts business I see it all, and all of it is valuable whether sentimental 
(priceless) to pieces of art only an art collector can afford. I choose this field because it's what I 
enjoy, every project is different making our business unique, we've been in business for 11+ 
years because of art. 
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JUNEAU PAINTER, POTTER, DIGITAL ARTIST 

Southeast is a very arty place, and since I retired (from my day job as a computer geek) I have 
been using my time to make my own art and help other artists in the area reproduce their own 
work. I was a member of the Juneau Artists Gallery for a number of years and saw how much 
the art affected visitors to Southeast. 
 

KETCHIKAN NON PROFIT LOCAL ARTS AGENCY 
The art and culture of SE Alaska represents the type of people we are. The quality of life is 
elevated by a vigorous creative community. 
 

METLAKATLA TSIMSHIAN THLINGET CARVER  
The art work of all mediums is closely tied to traditions and is an active part in dancing and 
potlatching. It is also a way of expressing our cultural ways while keeping us from the vices that 
have been quite problematic to our peoples. Financially it boosts our income and promotes our 
traditional trade practices. 
 

KETCHIKAN WEARABLE ARTIST 
The arts are a reflection of and embellishment to life. They make living more interesting, and 
thinking more valuable. Creating art makes me more balanced, and complements the science 
nature that I mostly live in. Arts are a valuable revenue stream for many, and help the economy, 
quality of life and joy of life. 
 

SKAGWAY PROVIDER OF SPACE FOR PERFORMING ARTISTS 
The arts are an economic driver in Skagway. The Municipality supports the arts in the 
community because it fosters citizen engagement, a sense of community, and provides a source 
of revenue for local artists and residents. 
 

TENAKEE SPRINGS POTTER, PAINTER, PRINTMAKER 
The arts are an integral part of the culture and history of Southeast Alaska. The natural beauty 
of the area inspires creativity and a desire to share that beauty with others. The adverse climate 
is conducive to activities that bring people together to celebrate life's small pleasures and the 
arts are a critical component of that sharing. The traditional arts that come from this area are 
sought out by collectors from around the globe. Contemporary artists of all genre and form, are 
recognized as some of the finest in the nation. We have a polished gem in our art and artists - 
but it remains a secret. This fact is discovered by some who travel to our region, but I think we 
could do a much better job of marketing this information to the outside world to bring visitors 
here with the arts in mind. The unfortunate displacement of fine art galleries for t-shirt and 
jewelry stores in Juneau has made marketing and selling artwork very difficult in that community 
- even though it is a hub for visitors. The changing face of downtown Juneau has also taken 
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away the local charm of the community for visitors and locals alike. Many of Juneau's artists 
have moved out to find a more art-friendly place to live and do business. I have chosen to 
locate my studio in the small village of Tenakee Springs. I want to keep my feet in Southeast 
Alaska, as it feeds my creative soul. However, my work is shipped out to galleries in the lower 
48 and one gallery in Sitka. I would prefer to keep my sales more local, but lack of gallery space 
and the high cost of rent prevent me from doing that. I believe that a healthy and vibrant arts 
community go hand in hand with a healthy and vibrant economy. 
 

SITKA PHOTOGRAPHER 

The arts are extremely important for the growth and development of children and societies. 
Without art life is extremely one-dimensional. I support our students with their art as it helps 
with their academic studies. Students who participate in the arts/sports are often more 
successful with their academics. Which is what I am attempting to do everyday in the classroom. 
The arts have become a backbone of the economy of Sitka through the Sitka Fine Arts Camp, 
the Sitka Jazz Festival, the Sitka Folk Group, Sitka Summer Music Festival, etc.  There is no 
place that I would rather live, and choose to support all of these ventures as much as I possibly 
can through my photography. 
 

JUNEAU THEATRE 
The arts are what ties the community together. Without it we wouldn't gather and have a 
shared experience quite in the same way. Art inspires and drives people to pursue passions and 
provides an escape from the everyday monotony. 
 

HAINES PAINTER, DANCER 
The arts bring a vitality and thought-provoking energy into communities; connections are made 
between nature and people. Art can bring a smile to someone’s face and enrich our lives in so 
many ways. Art is important is Southeast, but more importantly, it is important worldwide. 
 

JUNEAU ARTIST 
The arts community is why I live in Juneau. We left for a short time to take care of family but the 
decision to return was made because of the strong community of arts in Juneau. I am a 
landscape painter primarily and the environment speaks to me but it is Juneau's appreciation of 
the arts that keeps me here. 
 

JUNEAU SYMPHONY 

The arts offer a great variety of choices for entertainment, involvement and personal 
expression. And they greatly enhance learning for students if the arts are intertwined with other 
subjects. 
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JUNEAU THEATRE 

The arts to me are the most valuable part of any human community because as far back as the 
beginning of history, art in all its forms has represented the expression of the human heart, 
mind and dream. Art is more important than science to me because it has no limits, it is the 
healing tool for the soul and spirit, and it is freedom to many people. I make art here in Alaska 
because it is a fertile fresh new ground that contains, much like the land of Alaska, buried 
treasure - opportunities and resources that down south are hindered due to competition and 
over-population. I am blessed to begin my artistic career here:) 
 

GUSTAVUS WATERCOLOR PAINTER  
The bounty of SE Alaska is inspiration for all I do in the culinary arts, painting and flower 
arranging for my hotel. Without the "art" in my hotel, it would just be another stop in the road. 
 

KETCHIKAN JAZZ MUSICIAN 
The creation of art is more than simply a way for many to supplement their income. The creation 
of art is a bulwark against the physical isolation of our region and the personal isolation that 
many can feel because of both that physical isolation and the frequently inclement weather that 
we suffer. We create not because of who we are, but because of who it makes us. 
 

HAINES WOODWORKER 
The dramatic landscape of Southeast Alaska inspires all forms of local art.  For the woodworking 
and ski building that I do, I utilize local forest resources- primarily birch and spruce. The logging 
and milling of these trees helps to employ many SE residents. As well, art provides an 
independent means of livelihood for many residents in places where there aren't many regular 
jobs. Beyond that, the local arts and crafts are a huge draw for outside visitors and tourists, who 
all delight in the very original, regional work of local artists and spend lots of money on it. 
 

KLAWOCK FIBER ARTIST 
The indigenous textile arts of the Pacific NW Coast are unique in the world and contain the 
heart of our culture. The continuation of this art form is both a privilege and a responsibility. 
Each generation holds a choice to strengthen or weaken traditional culture, values and 
philosophies. The textile arts of the Pacific NW Coast are a form of communication that equals 
the Christian Bible in providing a template of creation and purpose for all living things. Our 
Native culture thrived for longer than any other culture because we know we are connected to 
all life. Our traditional art is intended to reinforce those conventions so that all beings thrive, 
not just the human ones. When our environment thrives, we thrive. Our Traditional arts are 
made from materials from our land and are used to celebrate that relationship. 
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HOLLIS PHOTOGRAPHER 

The photo opportunities in SE are almost limitless. But, the market for photography has 
decreased significantly in recent years due to the huge increase in digital photos available on 
the web. 
 

JUNEAU CLASSICAL MUSICIAN 
The presence of a vibrant performing arts community, with ample opportunities to perform, is 
part of what keeps me in Juneau. 
 

JUNEAU WIG DESIGNER 
The support of the arts community is one of the main reasons I have relocated here to SE. It's 
incredibly vital to any community, but few understand that connection like I have found in 
Juneau. 
 

JUNEAU STORY TELLER 
The supportive arts community in SE encourages emerging and part-time artists. How this ties 
to the economy is less clear. But to me the arts makes for a healthy life and creativity is an 
important part of that. And a creative community can only be more attractive to people and 
commerce. 
 

JUNEAU SINGING, DANCING, DRUMMING 
The vibrant music and art community is the only thing keeping me in Juneau and Alaska. 
 

NAUKATI BAY JEWELRY, BASKETS, SAND PAINTING, ETCHING 
There are a lot of artists who live remote and find it difficult to make a living other than selling 
their work. Some artists create a few jobs that add to the economy. Artists also contribute to 
the tourist industry as well although some of us find it difficult to find a local market place where 
we can sell on a scheduled time and place. 
 

SITKA JEWELER - SCULPTED WIRE AND GEMSTONES 
This question hurts my brain. As someone with a Masters degree in writing, you would think I 
could pull it off. But no. I would have to think about it for some time. 
 

JUNEAU BEAD WORK, REGALIA, MOCCASINS 
To carry on our tradition, teach young ones for future. So much has been lost, I feel like if we 
don't preserve we can become a "lost" tribe. It is not enough to say I am Tlingit without 
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knowing our history, our tradition. My knowledge was passed on to me by parents, a 
grandmother, aunts and other artists. Even though I have done for 50 yrs it's always a learning 
process. I joined a program a year ago called Aunties House. It stemmed from a Wellness 
program and is still operated by artists. 
 

METLAKATLA BASKETRY, JEWELRY, WRITING, PIANIST 
We are involved in tourism, and I am the owner of a gift shop. I make about 65% of everything I 
sell. In the summer we cater to a very small group of tourists and revenues are quite low 
compared to several years ago when we had much larger groups of people visiting here. I also 
sell from my website. However, my website is so outdated and has such poor quality pictures 
that I hate it. I use mostly Facebook for advertising my things because it's free. On other fronts, 
the music I play is mostly for church. I have performed in public venues and have been well-
received. I would like to get a degree in piano performance someday, but I don't really see that 
happening because of the exorbitant cost of tuition. I don't want to get student loans because 
I'm too old! In writing, I have written several articles, two of which have been published in small 
community magazines. I love writing and currently am in the process of writing a lengthy article 
about my life in my community. I've finished one called "My Grandmother's House". My idea is 
to someday put all these articles into a booklet, complete with pictures, and self-publish 
somewhere where it doesn't cost an arm and a leg. 
 

PETERSBURG GALLERY AND FRAMING STUDIO  
We have a huge number of talented and diverse artists who work together and separately to 
make our community and region an amazing place full of life. Locals love to buy art and support 
local work. I find with my local customers they tend to purchase art that they have a connection 
to rather than purchase art as an investment (which I often see from my customers from the 
lower 48). 
 

HAINES PAINTER, PRINTMAKER, GLASS WORKER 

We have been professional artists in Haines since 1984. We create paintings, hand-printed 
serigraphs, and giclee reproductions. We also do architectural etched glass and woodworking 
for large public art projects. Rob also makes musical instruments (guitars, violins and cellos) for 
professional and serious amateur musicians. In economic terms, we are manufacturers. We take 
basic raw materials (Paper, canvas and paint. Sand and glass. Local Sitka spruce.) and turn them 
into highly-value-added products. Our artwork is sold by galleries throughout Southeast Alaska. 
The people who purchase our work are largely from out of the region or out of Alaska. This 
brings a net flow of income into Southeast Alaska. 
 

HAINES ARTS SUPPORTER 
When I was in NYC and publisher/editor of EAR, Magazine of New Music, founded by John 
Cage, we started what became a popular, monthly page with quotes about art. My favorite that 
I think of whenever the subject of art and economy comes up is from Cage: "Our business in 
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living is to become fluent with the life we are living, and art can help this." Art of all forms is 
intrinsic to lives well-lived and healthy, vibrant communities. Art brings people together to share 
their creative appreciations and abilities, whether as participants or observers. Southeast Alaska 
is teeming with artistic activity and has been for possibly thousands of years. I believe that this 
creative spirit came with the prehistoric people who settled in Southeast Alaska, and inspired by 
the beauty of the rainforests and watersheds teeming with wildlife, they developed a substantial 
body of iconic and functional art that continues to attract artists and art lovers to this day. 
Alaska Arts Confluence strives to celebrate and promote all artists in the Chilkat Valley. 
 

HAINES RETAIL STORE 
While I believe it is a small proportion of visitors to my shop who are looking to make purchases 
from local artisans, it is nonetheless an important segment of my annual sales. In my store I've 
noticed that while it may be 5% or less, there are travelers who want to remember their visit by 
purchasing art or jewelry that was hand crafted by locals. I believe for many it is a tangible 
connection to the beauty they've experienced in Alaska. 
 

KETCHIKAN SINGER PIANIST 
With 160" of average rainfall, you have to have inside interests to keep your sanity in Ketchikan. 
Singing creates healthy vibrations through the body, bringing extra vigor and life to carry you 
through sometimes-endless dreary days. I have physically sung away many a migraine. Music 
also creates and strengthens pathways between the two sides of the brain enhancing functions 
of the brain. Performing can bring a sense of joy and escape for performers and audiences alike. 
Performers gain a sense of accomplishment and pride, which is especially beneficial when 
dealing with less-than-ideal home or work conditions. Ketchikan is an especially friendly, 
beautiful, artsy community, which is the primary reason a good percentage of the population 
stays here. Opportunities on the island are limited, but if you have the energy and desire, you 
can make your own opportunities, which is more difficult in larger urban areas. I am planning my 
fourth annual Classics a la Carte concert to benefit the Ketchikan Performing Arts Center. We 
didn't have any outlets for classical solo/ensemble work, so I made one. 
 

JUNEAU DRAWING, PAINTING 
With the completion of the SLAM project, and the Soboleff Center, Juneau has the kind of 
infrastructure necessary to become a regional arts center for Southeast Alaska for all those arts 
programs in our communities that occasionally need larger space, facilities, or artistic support, 
or all of these together. More importantly, with support by Alaska's political leaders, Juneau can 
become a regional center for the arts in the Pacific Northwest. Perseverance Theater, with their 
intimate connections to The Arena Stage in Washington, DC, and to New York University's 
Theater Arts programs, is an excellent model for how this can work. Juneau has a rich and 
vibrant community of talented arts practitioners who are available to teach, and to support arts 
activities in Juneau, and throughout these regions. The arts programs in the schools, in pre-
school, home schools, and UAS need constant support and expansion to keep these artistic 
talents continuing to develop, to have places to show their work, and to bloom. These are the 
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major reasons why I choose to stay in Juneau, and, probably, the reason why many more will 
want to move here.  I would leave the import-substitution/export analysis of this proposition, in 
terms of how it compares economically with other investment activities available to the Juneau 
community tax base, to the experts. It is time they got to it. 

 
! !
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The Arts Economy of Southeast Alaska, 
Appendix II              

List your specific art form."
• 2D art. Film producer, DJ, music production, fashion. 
• A 16-day music festival that features professional classical, jazz and blues artists in 

formal and informal performance and educational settings 
• A variety 
• Abstract Haida art design original paintings and realistic graphite Haida history 

drawings 
• Acting, directing 
• Actor 
• Alaska Southeast art: weaving cedar hats, baskets, dolls, working with sea otter, wood 

carving 
• All 
• All arts support advocacy 
• All forms 
• Architectural design, planning 
• Architecture 
• Arts advocacy 
• Arts producer, supporter, activist 
• Assisting non-profit art programs and organizations 
• Author/photographer 
• Ballet, Ravenstail weaving, theatre, music 
• Ballet, jazz, tap dance 
• Ballroom, Latin and swing dance classes and performances 
• Band music (concert band, wind ensemble, marching band) 
• Basketry 
• Basketry, semi-precious jewelry including Native jewelry, writing articles, piano 
• Basketry, weaving, sewing, leather, drums, ethno botany 
• Bass (Juneau symphony orchestra) 
• Beadwork, regalia, and bentwood boxes 
• Beadwork, regalia, and moccasins 
• Beaded jewelry 
• Beading 
• Beading 
• Beading 
• Beading and encaustic 
• Beading and sewing regalia 
• Bentwood boxes, beading, regalia 
• Blues musician and photographer 
• Carving 
• Carving and weaving 
• Carving, metal work 
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• Cedar bark weaving 
• Ceramics 
• Ceramics, drawing, painting 
• Ceramics, photography, book art 
• Ceramics/pottery 
• Chilkat weaving 
• Choral singing 
• Chorus 
• Classical music 
• Classical music 
• Classical piano, symphony, voice, musical theater 
• Classical violinist 
• Co-op gallery of wide range of media 
• Community art activism and programming 
• Community chorale 
• Community theatre 
• Contemporary basketry 
• Coordinating author visits and book discussion/writing groups 
• Copper and silver for line cutout jewelry, as well as Tinaa 
• Costume design 
• Costumes 
• Crafter 
• Creative movement dance instructor/baker 
• Creative nonfiction writing 
• Creative writing (poetry) 
• Creative writing, particularly poetry and memoir 
• Culinary arts: shortbread, toffee, granola & cookies 
• Cultural activities 
• Cutlery 
• Dance 
• Dance 
• Dance 
• Dance 
• Design 
• Design 
• Digital illustration 
• Digital painting and illustrating 
• Drama and dance 
• Drawing 
• Drawing and illustration 
• Drawing, silversmith (I am Native, but do not add traditional designs to my work) 
• Drawing, usually with a 2hb pencil; painting, starting with acrylics, then with oil 
• Drums, violin, guitar, bass, vocals, small and large ensembles 
• Eclectic design 
• Elementary art specialist 
• Elementary art specialist 
• Entertainer/karaoke host 
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• Environmental art using natural and found materials 
• Exhibit design, graphic design, and I paint and enjoy other fine art, though this is just 

for personal 
• Fake Tlingit art wood and imported made in Bali knock-off Tlingit art mass-produced 
• Fiber 
• Fiber arts 
• Fiber arts 
• Fibers 
• Fibers, quilting 
• Figurative sculpture 
• Figure skating is often caught between art and sport. Those that perform skating 

programs know that it is definitely both. 
• Film photography 
• Filmmaking and illustration 
• Filmmaking and illustration 
• Fine art photography 
• Fine art photography 
• Fine woodworking, ski building 
• Fine art, conceptual photography 
• Focus mostly on visual mediums 
• Fossil ivory and gemstone jewelry 
• Found-object assemblage 
• Functional pottery and ceramic sculpture 
• Fur sewing 
• Fused, slumped & stained glass 
• Gardening 
• Glass sandblasting cedar bowls 
• Graphic and Native screen-printing/embroidery 
• Graphic arts 
• Graphic arts & design, calligraphy, photography, digital imagery, paper arts, radio DJ 
• Graphic arts, painting, ceramics 
• Graphic arts, photography 
• Graphic design 
• Graphic design 
• Graphic design, quilting 
• Guitar, mandolin, banjo, voice, acting 
• History and art museum that exhibits, collects, holds classes, and sells Juneau artists 

and Juneau-based publications in our gift shop 
• I am a retail store. I sell carved jewelry and visual art. 
• I am a singer and French horn player in many groups around town. 
• I am an officer of the arts organization. 
• I am involved with the Juneau student symphony as a percussionist, I am involved with 

children's theater in town and I am a writer of non-fiction, fiction, and plays. 
• I consult to help a variety of artists and art forms. 
• I enjoy singing and acting. 
• I have two styles, Tlingit and Haida. 
• I hunt, sew and sell sea otter and seal fur products.  
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• I make handmade greeting cards. 
• I make items to sell in my shop glass, fabric, wood, many mediums. 
• I paint and draw as a recreational artist but I also own and operate a small gallery and 

framing studio carrying local artists. 
• I primarily work in textiles, sewing, felting, crochet, embroidery, etc. 
• I provide arts support using my photography. 
• I run a concert dance school (ballet, jazz, lyrical, tap). 
• I teach painting, drawing, and ceramics - previously digital art. Personally, I do all sorts 

of things. 
• I'm a beginner in the arts. I have tried several art forms: weaving cedar, beading, and 

regalia. 
• I'm a director of stage plays. 
• I'm an art conservator. 
• Illustration, sculpture, graphic design 
• Improv - drama with music 
• Improvisational theater 
• Independent Film Theater, also producing live music and performance events 
• Installation art/video art/performance/photography/drawing 
• Instrumental music - classical and folk 
• Ivory 
• Ivory jewelry 
• Juneau Arts and Culture Center - rental facility; Juneau Arts and Humanities Council - 

arts organization + gallery/lobby shop 
• Jazz music, poetry/fiction writing, and drama 
• Jazz musician 
• Jazz pianist/accompanist, coach 
• Jewelry 
• Jewelry 
• Jewelry 
• Jewelry 
• Jewelry 
• Jewelry, baskets, sand painting, etching, scrapbooking 
• Jewelry - sculpted wire and gemstones 
• Jewelry, pottery, original art pieces (oil, watercolor, prints) 
• Journalism 
• Juneau symphony 
• Juneau symphony 
• Juneau symphony 
• Juneau symphony and Juneau wind ensemble 
• Knitting 
• Landscape and street photography 
• Landscape painting 
• Landscape photography 
• Laser cut & engraved cedar 
• Layering Alaska Native art designs on glassware, making cedar & alder buttons & 

pendants w/Native design on 
• Tlingit 
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• Linocut prints 
• Live storytelling 
• Making short videos in Haida 
• May festival of jazz, classical, blues 
• Media production and distribution 
• Mixed media 
• Mixed media - glass 
• Mixed media painting 
• Mixed media paper arts, sewn children’s gear, music 
• Mixed media sculpture and prints 
• Mixed media with an emphasis on beading 
• Modeling 
• Mostly violin/fiddle 
• Mt. St. Elias dancers, traditional art classes 
• Multi-media performing and recording 
• Multi-disciplinary painting, photography, graphic design 
• Multimedia/multidimensional; contemporary 
• Multiple - Lingit drums, fish skin, copper repousee, silver engraving, carving 
• Museum 
• Museum collection, art shows, artist solo shows, traveling art shows 
• Museum arts 
• Museum exhibits design and print graphic design. I also enjoy painting and other fine 

art, but haven't had a show before. 
• Music 
• Music 
• Music 
• Music - voice & piano 
• Music (violin) 
• Music composer 
• Music education 
• Music theater 
• Music - play classical, jazz & folk 
• Music, writing, acting, sculpting, crafts 
• Music: alto recorder 
• Musician 
• Musician 
• Musician, music teacher, accompanist, musical theatre director 
• Musician, photographer, writer 
• My specific art form is weaving of red and yellow cedar. Spruce roots, and ravens tail 

weaving using merino wool and alpaca wool. I am learning to Chilkat weave. I do most 
of my weaving for my family. 

• Native Alaskan 
• Native and non-Native art forms of the immediate area 
• Native carving 
• Native dance, regalia, language 
• New music 
• Non-profit local arts agency 
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• Northwest coast art 
• Northwest coast form line design, painting, wood & metal carving 
• Northwest coast Native woodcarving and design 
• Oil painter 
• Oil painting 
• Oil painting 
• Oil painting 
• Oil painting, assemblage, music (old time-square dance calling), teaching k-8th  
• Oil painting, charcoal drawing 
• Oil painting, sculpture and puppeteering (puppet-making and performing) 
• Oil painting, colored pencil, graphite 
• Own & manage art gallery 
• Paint 
• Painter 
• Painting 
• Painting 
• Painting 
• Painting 
• Painting 
• Painting 
• Painting 
• Painting 
• Painting 
• Painting and drawing 
• Painting and upcycling (recycling materials into something valuable such as jewelry) 
• Painting plein air landscape, abstract landscapes with other artists 
• Painting, sculpture 
• Painting, sculpture, mosaics 
• Painting, ceramics, digital art. Also a commercial service for digital archival prints for 

other artists and photographers 
• Painting, dance 
• Painting, drawing, violin 
• Painting, mixed media and digital 
• Painting, plein air 
• Painting, pottery, printmaking 
• Painting, printmaking, and pottery 
• Painting, printmaking, etched glass, musical instruments 
• Painting, print-making, beading and sewing Native regalia, pastels, drawing, fiddling, 

guitar, concert promotion 
• Painting, sculpture 
• Painting/drawing 
• Performing 
• Perfuming music, producing theatre 
• Personally, musical theater; professionally, museum arts/retail 
• Photography and Native art, regalia 
• Photography 
• Photography 
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• Photography 
• Photography 
• Photography 
• Photography 
• Photography 
• Photography 
• Photography 
• Photography & watercolor painting 
• Photography and graphic arts 
• Photography and painting 
• Photography and writing 
• Photography, graphic design, sculpture/functional art 
• Photography, humor 
• Piano 
• Piano performance 
• Play productions 
• Playwriting 
• Playwriting, oil painting, poetry, drawing 
• Poetry 
• Polymer clay in many forms 
• Portrait artist, event and commercial photography 
• Portrait, landscape and wildlife photography 
• Pottery 
• Pottery 
• Pottery, painting, printmaking 
• Praise and worship 
• Primary field is musical performance, supported by musical presentation/education 
• Principal trumpet of the Juneau symphony 
• Print/wood/metal/glass/fiber/fur 
• Printmaking, etching, photography 
• Professional musician - harpist 
• Prophecy 
• Provide space for performing arts, donate to local art nonprofit 
• Public media - we are a community radio station 
• Quillwork and beading, painting and drawing, writing music and literature, 

photography, sewing, and basketry 
• Quilting 
• Quilting 
• Quilting and jewelry making 
• Ravenstail weavings 
• Regalia 
• Regalia beadwork 
• Relief printmaking 
• Right now primarily mask carving but I work in copper and cedar weaving 
• Russian crafts 
• Sculpture 
• Sculpture 
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• Sculpture, graphics, painting 
• Sculpture, watercolor, wood carving: nothing specific! 
• Sea otter 
• Sea otter and sealskin garments 
• Sea otter handicrafts, moose hide, shell, beading, walrus tusk scrimshaw, etc. 
• Sea otter products 
• Semi-precious gem necklaces 
• Silk painting, mostly scarves for retail 
• Silk painting, wearable scarves and large banners for walls 
• Silver carving, wood, printmaking 
• Silver jewelry with some gold in northwest coast designs, bracelets, earring, pendants 
• Singing 
• Singing in Juneau symphony choir, Juneau Bach society; writing (poetry, fiction, essays) 
• Singing, dancing, drumming 
• Singing, theatre 
• Singing, writing 
• Skin sewing 
• Skin sewing 
• Soap and salve, hand knitting 
• Soapstone sculpture, printmaking, carousel horse renovation, music teacher (banjo and 

ukulele) 
• Songwriting, musical performance and recording 
• Spirit forms 
• Spruce root baskets and Chilkat weaving 
• Stained and fused glass 
• Stained and fused glass art 
• Stained glass 
• Stained glass 
• Sterling silver jewelry 
• Stone 
• Storytelling 
• Storytelling and digital media 
• String ensemble 
• Support of the arts through educational classes and venues 
• Symphony 
• Symphony 
• Symphony, ensembles, strings, folk festival 
• The bulk of it would be knitting split with scenic design for theatre, but I work in many 

mediums and styles 
• Theater group 
• Theatre 
• Theatre 
• Theatre 
• Theatre 
• Theatre 
• Theatre 
• Theatre and musical performance 
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• Theatre, and I do a lot of support work the Juneau Arts and Humanities Council 
• Theatre/piano 
• Tlingit design and carving 
• Tlingit history 
• Tlingit northwest coast 
• Totem poles, northwest coast art prints 
• Traditional Native regalia 
• Tsimshian /Tlingit carving and 2-dimensional formline design 
• Utilitarian - natural materials 
• Varied visual mediums 
• Videography 
• Violin 
• Violin teaching and performing 
• Violin, stage management, directing 
• Visual arts, plein air 
• Visual, performing, digital, and Alaska Native arts 
• Vocal performance, textile art, original short story, song writing 
• Volunteering to make events work 
• Watercolor 
• Watercolor 
• Watercolor painting and photography 
• Watercolor painting, beading, pen and ink 
• Watercolor paintings/cards, clay sculpture 
• Watercolor, mixed media, collage, large-scale murals, puppeteering 
• Watercolor, printmaking and beaded jewelry 
• Watercolors, beading regalia & jewelry 
• We engage artists, residents & visitors in creative experiences and learning 

opportunities: art window displays on Main Street & web marketing classes designed 
for artists. 

• Wearable art 
• Wearable art mostly, but also some batik and posters 
• Weaver of cedar bark, spruce root, ravenstail & Chilkat. regalia & moccasin making 
• Weaving cedar bark 
• Weaving, cedar, Ravenstail, Chilkat, regalia; Native design 
• Weaving, fashion design, and clothing construction 
• Web design 
• Wig design & styling 
• Wind instrument player, elementary music instruction 
• Woodcarving 
• Wood engraving, painting, weaving, felting 
• Wood-carved sculptures, prints, jewelry, paintings, and puppets 
• Woodturning 
• Woodworking: carved boxes, games, small furniture 
• Writer 
• Writer 
• Writer, editor, photographer, designer, musician, promoter 
• Writing 



The Arts Economy Of Southeast Alaska, Appendices       Prepared by Rain Coast Data   Page !54 

• Writing - novel, photography, theater 
• Writing and publishing non-fiction 
• Writing fiction/non-fiction 
• Writing, fiction & nonfiction. 
• Writing, musical theater, acting, arts camps with the library 
• Writing, visual arts 
• Writing, weaving 
• Writing, zine making, collage, photography, graphic design for local non-profits 
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The Arts Economy of Southeast Alaska, 
Appendix III              

List the name of you or your organization:"
We did not require that artists provide their name or the name of their 
organization, but more than half of respondents chose to do so. Below are 
participating artists and art organizations who provided names. 
  
• ART by Rachael Juzeler 
• Alaska Arts Education Consortium (AAEC) 
• Aimee Smith Music 
• Alaska Arts Confluence 
• Alaska Arts Southeast dba Sitka Fine Arts Camp 
• Alaska State Museum 
• Alaska Laser Maid 
• Alaska Robotics 
• All Fired Up! 
• Anne Wedler 
• Bbbrock 
• Beading Fascination 
• Bear Star LLC 
• Blue Heron Glass 
• Bob Adkins Photography 
• Boundary Gallery & Gifts 
• BrownBoots Costume Company 
• Buckshot & Bobby Pins 
• Canvas Art Studio and Gallery 
• Carolyn's Art & Photography 
• Catotti & Goldberg Art Studio 
• Chilkoot Indian Association 
• City of Ketchikan, Museum Department 
• Composure Photography and Design 
• Cool Cat Creations/At the Edge of the Woods 
• Craig Tribal Association 
• Dalton City Yarn 
• Dan Fruits Art 
• Dancing Moonlight Studio 
• DBA Averyl Veliz 
• Earthlings 
• Educating4Leadership 
• Fairweather Ski Works LLC 
• Fiddlehead Designs 
• First City Players 
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• Fishermen's Eye Gallery 
• Fitzwater Photography 
• Forget-Me-Not gallery 
• Form and Function 
• Foundation for the Chilkat Center for the Arts 
• Fresh Passion Theater/Theater at Latitude 58 
• Gigi Monroe Designs 
• Glacial Rocknobs 
• Gold Town Theater 
• Greater Sitka Arts Council 
• Gustavus Inn at Glacier Bay 
• Haines Arts Council 
• Impassion 
• Irene Muller Music 
• Island Studio 
• J Lyn Silver & Wood Carving 
• JA Jules 
• Juneau Community Foundation 
• Jean Bartos, Handweaver 
• Jennie's Gift Shop 
• Jewelry Arte 
• JOM 
• Joy Prescott LLC 
• Juneau Afterschool Coalition 
• Juneau Artists Gallery Ltd. 
• Juneau Arts & Humanities Council 
• Juneau Jazz & Classics 
• Juneau String Ensembles 
• Juneau Symphony Inc. 
• Kaach Yaas Artwork 
• Kadinger Kreations 
• Kelpicart 
• Ketchikan Area Arts and Humanities Council 
• Ketchikan Theatre Ballet 
• KHNS – Haines public radio 
• Kim Ney Pottery 
• KTOO – Juneau public radio 
• Laughing Berry Gifts & Botanicals 
• Lemon Creek Digital 
• Lessons a'Lallette 
• Linda Rosenthal, violinist 
• Lynn Canal Community Players 
• Magpie & Squid 
• Marine Art 
• McMillans 
• Mead's Beads 
• Michelle Morrell 



The Arts Economy Of Southeast Alaska, Appendices       Prepared by Rain Coast Data   Page !57 

• Miele Gallery & Framing 
• Mitkof Dance Troupe 
• Morally Improv-erished, Inc. 
• MRV Architects 
• Municipality of Skagway 
• Parnassus Books and Gifts 
• Perseverance Theater 
• Petersburg Arts Council 
• Piano w/PurpleJ 
• Plein Rein Painters 
• Rainbirdmuse 
• rainbow glacier adventures llc 
• Raven Clay Works, Kathleen Wiest Studios 
• Raven Tricks Artwork 
• Ravendancer Creations 
• Ravensweaver 
• Rhonda Bolling Photography 
• Rob Roys Fine Art 
• Ron Horn Photography 
• Roundabout Studios 
• Salmon Way Inn 
• Sea Otter Boutique 
• Sea Wolf Gallery 
• Self-employed, freelance 
• sevigny studio southeast 
• Shadow Island Records 
• SHStoll Works 
• Simply Sterling 
• Sitka Monthly Grind 
• Sitka Summer Music Festival 
• Sketch Studio 
• Skirt work crafts 
• Small Systems Design Associates 
• Stikine Strings 
• Strange Attractor Theatre Co. 
• Teri's art 
• The Point 
• Thunder Mountain High School 
• Thyes Designs 
• Tidewatcher Jewelry 
• Tipxaduul Wiit'a Oots'n 
• Tlingit Ink Designs, LLC 
• Tlingit Tribal Art 
• TP Alaska Designs 
• Translucent Treasures 
• Trestle LLC 
• Tuvraqtuq 
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• Verushka Arts 
• Whippoorwheel Studio 
• Wild Celery-framing studio & eclectic gallery 
• Wild Iris Photography 
• Wrangell Chamber of Commerce 
• Wrangell Community Chorale 
• Zerbetz 
• Agnes Moran 
• Aimee Smith 
• Alan Munro 
• Amanda Compton 
• Amanda Pilgrim 
• Amber Al-Haddad 
• Amy K Marshall 
• Andrea Nelson 
• Ann Froeschle 
• Anna Guthrie 
• Anne Bartholomew 
• Anne E Wedler 
• Annette Smith 
• Ariel Rolfe 
• Austin Martuscelli 
• Barbara Craver 
• Barbara Morgan 
• Barbara Shepherd 
• Betsy Brenneman 
• Bev Schupp 
• Beverly Smith 
• Bill Legere 
• Bob Adkins 
• Bobbi Jordan 
• Bonnie Demerjian 
• Bonnie Ritchie 
• Brenda Norheim 
• Brenda Schwartz-Yeager 
• Brian Holter Jr. 
• Cameo McRoberts 
• Candy Behrends 
• Carey Case 
• Carol E. Tuynman 
• Carol Mitchell 
• Carol Rushmore 
• Caroline Stewart 
• Carolyn Chapman 
• carrie kinison 
• Cathy Klinkert 
• Cathy McIntosh 
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• Cecilia (Litzi) J Botello  
• Charles Bingham 
• Charlotte Glover 
• Christine Kleinhenz 
• Cindi Lagoudakis 
• Collette Costa 
• Corinne Conlon 
• Courtney Culbeck 
• Cristine Crooks 
• Cyni Waddington 
• Dan Fruits 
• Dave Kiffer 
• david J Woodie 
• David W Riccio 
• David Walker 
• Debbie Ackerman 
• Debbie Frank-McLavey 
• Debi Knight Kennedy 
• Deborah Hayden 
• Deborah Ross 
• Debra Schnabel 
• Deidre Jenson 
• Della Cheney 
• Dena Selby 
• Elisabeth Saya 
• Elizabeth Brummett 
• Elizabeth Nelson 
• Emily Deach 
• Emily Lockie 
• Eric Caldwell 
• Ernestine Hanlon 
• Faith L. Duncan 
• Gary E Lang 
• George Kuhar 
• Gloria Wolfe 
• Gordon Greenwald 
• Harriet brouillette 
• Heather Lende 
• Heather Ridgway 
• Ian Seward 
• Ildiko Nylen 
• J. Austin Osterhout 
• James Alborough 
• James Hoagland 
• James Voelckers 
• Jayne Andreen 
• Jean Bartos 
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• Jeff Brown 
• Jeff Budd 
• Jeff Fitzwater 
• Jeffery Sheakley 
• Jennie Wheeler 
• Jennifer Younger 
• Jenny Lyn Smith 
• Jerry Smetzer 
• Jim Clare 
• Jim Heaton 
• joaniewagner 
• JoAnn Lesh 
• Joel Graesser 
• John Hagen 
• john schumann 
• John Staub 
• joseph ordonez 
• Joy Prescott 
• Juan Castaneda-Gonzalez 
• Judith Green 
• Judy Magnuson 
• K Carrillo 
• Kandi McGilton 
• Karen Allen 
• Karen Stepanenko 
• Kate Boesser 
• Kathleen Light 
• Kathleen Wiest 
• Kathy rousso 
• Kay Clements 
• Kayla Boettcher 
• Kelly Manning 
• Kendall Nordin 
• kerry kirkpatrick 
• Kim Elliot 
• Kim Peterson 
• Kimberly 
• Kris Reed 
• Kristin Garot 
• Kristine Harder 
• Lacey Simpson 
• Lallette Kistler 
• Laura Dameron 
• Lily Herwald 
• Linda Rosenthal 
• Linda Wilson 
• Lindarae Shearer 
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• Lisa Sayer 
• Louise Kadinger 
• Lovey Brock 
• M Signe Wilson 
• Mandy Mallott 
• Marie McMillan 
• Mark Vinsel 
• Matt Johnson 
• Melina Shields 
• Michelle Morrell 
• Mike Sullivan 
• Mindy Anderson 
• MK MacNaughton 
• Nancy Rosel Brown 
• Nancy Tietje 
• Natalia Spengler 
• Nikki Love 
• Nola Lamken 
• Odile Meister 
• Pat Race 
• Patricia Phillips 
• Paul Voelckers 
• Peggy wertheimer 
• Pua Maunu 
• Reggie Schapp 
• Rhonda Bolling 
• Rick Trostel 
• Rob Goldberg & Donna Catotti 
• Rob Roys 
• Robert Davis Hoffmann 
• Robert Maxand 
• Roblin Gray Davis 
• Roger Schmidt 
• Ron Horn 
• Roxy Mourant 
• Sandra Fontaine 
• Sandy Fortier 
• Sara Radke Brown 
• Sarah Everett 
• Sarah Lawrie 
• Shelly Wright 
• Sonia Henrick 
• Stephanie Hamar 
• Steven Holton 
• Sue Ann lindoff 
• suzan Brawnlyn 
• Suzanne Stoll 
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• Suzi Williams 
• Tammy Judd Jenny 
• Tanna Peters 
• Teri Robus 
• Terry Mead 
• Terry Pyles 
• Thyes Shaub 
• Tim Flanery 
• Tim Shields 
• Tom Andrews 
• Tom Cosgrove 
• Tom Heywood 
• Tom Locher 
• Tresham Gregg 
• Valerie Snyder 
• Vern Culp 
• Will Ware 
• William J Bolton 
• Yarrow Vaara 
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The Arts Economy of Southeast Alaska, 
Appendix IV   
Responses by Community 
Community" Responses""
Angoon" 4!
Coffman"Cove" 1!
Craig" 9!
Edna"Bay" 0!
Elfin"Cove" 3!
Gustavus" 5!
Haines" 61!
Hollis" 1!
Hoonah" 4!
Hydaburg" 2!
Hyder" 4!
Juneau" 256!
Kake" 5!
Kasaan" 3!
Ketchikan" 74!
Klawock" 5!
Klukwan" 2!
Kupreanof" 0!
Metlakatla" 6!
Naukati"Bay" 1!
Pelican" 5!
Petersburg" 17!
Point"Baker" 0!
Port"Alexander" 0!
Port"Protection" 2!
Saxman" 1!
Sitka" 49!
Skagway" 18!
Tenakee"Springs" 2!
Thorne"Bay" 4!
Whale"Pass" 0!
Wrangell" 41!
Yakutat" 6!
Multiple"communities" 13!
Total" 604"
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The Arts Economy of Southeast Alaska, 
Appendix V             

Survey Instrument "
 



Economic Impact of Arts in Southeast AlaskaEconomic Impact of Arts in Southeast AlaskaEconomic Impact of Arts in Southeast AlaskaEconomic Impact of Arts in Southeast Alaska

  

Southeast  Conference  is  developing  a  publication  on  the  economic  impact  of  the  arts  in  Southeast  Alaska.  If  you  are  a  

full  time  artist,  an  every  other  weekend  artist,  an  arts  organization,  or  an  organization  that  supports  the  arts,  please  

take  this  census  of  artists  in  our  region.  The  survey  for  individual  artists  will take just a couple minutes,  while  the  
arts  organizations  survey  is  longer.    

  

While  it  is  easy  to  track  the  contributions  of  full-time  artists  to  the  region  using  traditional  hard  data  analysis,  by  that  

method  we  miss  everyone  who  does  not  devote  themselves  to  the  arts  full  time.  We  will  use  your  response  to  map  out  

art  activity  across  our  region.  We  also  want  to  hear  your  response  to  the  question  regarding  the  connection  between  art  

and  why  people  live  and  work  here.  In  order  to  do  this  well,  we  need  to  you  take  this  and  then  to  send  it  to  every  artist  

you  know  in  Southeast  Alaska.  All individual survey answers are 100% confidential.  Results  will  be  reported  in  
aggregate  only.  We  understand  that  many  of  the  questions  will  be  difficult  to  answer  precisely.  Just use your best 
estimate,  or  provide  ranges.  (Only  starred  questions  are  required).  
  

The  end  result  will  be  a  short,  highly  visual  publication  similar  to  Southeast  Conference's  other  publications,  

including The  Maritime  Economy  of  Southeast  Alaska  and Southeast  Alaska  by  the  Numbers  (click  titles  if  you  want  to  

view  these  reports).  Everyone  who  takes  the  survey  will  be  entered  into  a  drawing,  and  the  winner  will receive  free  

promotion  by  Southeast  Conference.  If  you  have  questions  regarding  the  survey,  please  contact  our  contractor,  Meilani  

Schijvens,  at  meilani@raincoastdata.com.  

1. In which Southeast Alaska community are you located?
  

  

Image  credit:  Mike  Dangeli  

  
Your place in the region

*
�

  

Other  (You  may  use  box  below  to  name  multiple  communities  -  but  first  check  this  option  from  the  dropdown  menu  above)  

Other  
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2. Please describe the type of art that you or your organization is involved with. (Check 
the key activity only. If you are equally divided among art types, you can check more than 
one.)

3. What is your specific art form? (100  character  limit)
  

  
What is your creative discipline?

*

4. Please describe you or your organization type. (Check  only  one)*

Alaska Native Arts  (carving,  silver  work,  regalia,  etc.)
  

�����

Other Visual or Tangible Arts  (painting,  sculpture,  photography,  graphic,  weaving,  film,  etc.)
  

�����

Music  (musical  events,  band,  orchestra,  folk  singer,  etc.)
  

�����

Performing arts  (theater,  improv,  musical  theater,  opera  performance)
  

�����

Literature  (writing,  publishing,  etc.)
  

�����

Museum Arts
  

�����

Educational  (classes,  camps,  schools,  etc.)
  

�����

Retail Arts  (gallery,  art  supplier,  etc.)
  

�����

Arts support  (advocacy,  promotion,  etc.)
  

�����

Other
  

�����

Individual artist (just you)
  

�����

Evening or weekend artist:  While  you  don’t  think  of  yourself  a  professional  artist  –  you  do  earn  some  money  each  year  for  your  music/art  

creations/acting/other  art  related  activity.  

�����

Private organization
 

�����

Nonprofit
 

�����

Community organization
  

�����

Public, government  (e.g.  municipal  arts  program,  museum,  etc.)
  

�����

Other
  

�����

Other  (please  specify)  

Other  
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Image  credit:  "Lady  of  the  Wood"  by  David  Walker.  Photo  by  Seanna  O’Sullivan  Photography  
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5. What percentage of your organization's time is dedicated to the arts?
  

6. Roughly how many year-round employees currently work for your organization? (You  
can  count  summer  only  workers  as  0.25.  If  you  have  only  volunteers,  please  use  questions  
#9,  #10,  #11)

  

7. Does your organization run year round, or only in the summer?

8. Please provide financial information for your business or your organization for 2013. 
(This  information  is  confidential  and  will  be  used  to  track  the  importance  of  art  in  the  region,  rather  than  being  
attributed  to  you).

  

Image  Credit:  Ketchikan  Theatre  Ballet  Performance.  Photograph  by  Jeff  Fitzwater.  

  
Arts workers

Expenditures  (use  your  best  
estimates)

Revenue  (include  all  
revenue  and  support,  
including  grants)

  

Year  round
  

�����

Seasonal
  

�����
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9. How many volunteers donated time to your organization to support arts endeavors in 
2013? (When considering volunteers, be sure to include volunteer coordinators, board 
members, artistic volunteers, unpaid administrative support staff, ticket takers, etc. Use 
your best estimates.)

  

10. Estimate your total volunteer HOURS during 2013     OR
  

11. Estimate you total volunteer HOURS during a typical month
  

  

Image  credit:  Sitka  Fine  Arts  Camp.  Photo  by  James  Poulson.  

  
Please answer the following questions about your volunteers.
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We want to map arts in the region, including not just the artists but the larger public participation. Estimate the total event and attendance to 
cultural events/exhibits that your organization produced or presented during 2013 in Southeast Alaska. If exact figures are not available, use 
your best estimates.  

12. Performances in 2013

13. Exhibitions (including museum and gallery attendance)  in 2013

14. Festivals and special events in 2013 (if your event is an every 2 year event - use 2012 
numbers)

  
Estimate the total event and attendance to cultural events/exhibits that yo...

Number  of  performances  in  2013

Total  audience  attendance  in  2013

Total  performers  in  2013

Number  of  exhibitions  in  2013

Total  exhibition  attendance  in  2013

Total  Southeast  Alaska  artists  represented  by  exhibitions  in  2013

Number  of  festivals  or  

special  events  in  2013

Total  festival  or  special  

events  event  attendance  in  

2013

Number  of  

artists/musicians/performers  

involved  in  events  &  

festivals  in  2013
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15. Please list the name and month of festival or event

  

17. Other events (not  classified  above):

18. If you listed "other" please explain

  

��

��

16. Camps 
or class 
offerings in 
2013
Number  of  

camps  or  

classes  

offered  in  

2013

Total  

registration  

in  2013

Total  

audience  for  

any  

performances  

associated  

with  camp  or  

class  in  2013

Number  of  other  in  2013

Total  attendance  in  2013

��

��
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Image  credit:  Juneau  Symphony  and  Juneau  Symphony  Chorus  perform  the  Mozart  Requiem.  Photo  by  Glen  Fairchild.  
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19. As a self-employed artist, do you have another full time job? (By  "artist"  we  mean  all  fields  of  
art  -  including  musicians,  actors,  writers,  etc.)

20. What percentage of you annual income is through arts (including music, theater, 
writing, etc.) related activity? (Enter  a  number  between  1%  and  100%,  use  your  best  
estimate).

  

21. Please provide financial information for your art for 2013. (This  information  is  confidential  and  
will  be  used  to  track  the  importance  of  art  in  the  region,  rather  than  being  attributed  to  you).

22. Do you fill out a separate tax return for your arts business?

23. As a self-employed artist, where do you work?

  
The Independent Artist

Expenditures  (use  your  best  
estimates)

Revenue  (include  all  
revenue  and  support,  
including  grants)

Yes,  I'm  a  full  time  artist
  

�����

No,  I  also  have  a  full  time  job  that  is  not  arts  related.
  

�����

Other  (please  specifiy)
  

  

�����

Yes
  

�����

No
  

�����

I  don't  know/other
  

�����

I  have  a  workspace  inside  my  home.
  

�����

I  rent  a  workspace.
  

�����

I  use  a  workspace  outside  of  my  home,  free  of  charge  (includes  the  local  theater,  schools,  bars,  etc.)
  

�����

Other  (please  specifiy)
  

  

�����
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Image  credit:  mural  by  Arnie  Weimer.  Photo  by  Clarissa  Rizal  
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24. Contact Information 

All  specific  responses  in  this  survey  are  confidential  and  will  not  be  associated  with  your  name  or  organization.  Every  person  and  organization  who  
shares  their  website  will  be  added  to  a  catalogue  of  Southeast  Alaskan  Art  and  Artists.  If  you  share  your  email  with  us,  we  can  share  the  results  of  

our  work  with  you.  

25. And finally (and perhaps most importantly) tell us why you think art is important to 
Southeast Alaska. Describe the connections you see between art and the regional 
economy. Or why you choose to live and make art in Southeast Alaska.

  

  
Contact information

Your Name

Company Name

Website Address

Email Address

Phone Number
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Image  credit  Simply  Sterling  in  Wrangell  
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Southeast  Conference  thanks  you  for  taking  the  time  to  fill  out  this  survey.  Since  

the  goal   is  the  measure  the  economic  impact  of  arts  on  the  Southeast  Alaska  

economy  -  the  more  Southeast  Alaska  Artists  and  organizations  supporting  the  

arts  that  fill  this  out,  the  more  overall  value  it  will  have.  Please  forward  this  on  to  all  

of  your  artist  friends.  Thank  you!  

www.surveymonkey.com/s/artsinSE  

  

Image  credit:  Sitka  Fine  Arts  Camp.  Photo  by  Clark  Mischler.  

  
Thank you!


